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Ir the following diſcourſes 
may be ſound to have the 
loweſt claim to the attention 
of the public, they need no 
apology tor their appearing 
in print.—If they have not, 
the moſt laboured one will 
be ridiculous. 


Indeed ſuch a performance 
from ſo obſcure a writer has 
little reaſon to dread their 
diſapprobation, he cannot 
flatter himſelf it can in any 
degree challenge their notice 
and thoſe very honourable 


and 


vi PREFACE 


and reſpectable names, the 
patrons of it, which he is 
proud of recording, cannot 
begreatly diſappointed : the 
motives that actuated them 
in this circumſtance afford 
them the moſt ample ſatis- 
faction ;---they AGE thetr re- 
ward. 


If however the Author 
may be allowed to ſay any 
thing for himſelf, he begs 
leave to plead, that a deſire 
of making this public 
acknowledgement to that 
very reſpectable congrega- 
tion which heard-thele 114 
courles with candour, whoſe 


piety 


PRE FACE. vii 


piety he ſhall ever praiſe, 
and to whole great liberality, 
whilſt he had the honour 
of being their miniſter he 
ſtands much indebted, gave 
the firſt impulſe to his offer- 
ing them to their private 
meditations,-—-He therefore 
humbly hopes that the rec- 
titude of the principle will 
juſtify the boldneſs of the 


tranſaction. 


The reader may poſſibly 
hnd many thoughts and ex- 
preſſions which have been 
uled before; he certainly 
will ind two ſermons much 
alter the manner of one of 


che 


vii PREFACE. 


the moſt ſhining patterns of 
French eloquence ; his apo- 
logy for the former 1s, that 
what he may have introdu- 
ced was much better than 
any thing he could have ſaid 
upon theſe occaſions, for 
the latter, they make a part 
of this publication by par- 


ticular deſire. 
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CUNE LIS. 


S EN MON I. 
The wiſdom and goodneſs of God vindi- 


cated in the fall of our firſt Parents. 
Preached the Sunday before Advent. 


AcrTs xv. 18. 

Known unto God are all his works from 

the beginning of the world, 
SERMON II. 
The excellent effects of living lite men that 
walt for the coming of their Lord. 
St. LUKE xii. 36. Former part. 

And ye yourſelves like men that wait 

for their Lord, 
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SERMON III. 


The evidence of the Holy Scriptures, the 
teſtrmony of the Meſſiah. 
St. JOHN v. 39. 

Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life; and they 
are they which teſtify of me, 

SERMON IV. 
St. Peter's Denial of our Saviour. 
Preached on Palm Sunday. 


St. LUKE xxii. 61. Former part. 
And the Lord turned and looked upon 
Peter. 


SERMON V. 


The Thief upon the Croſs. 
Preached on Good Friday. 
St. LUKE xxiii. 42, 43- 

And he ſaid unto Jeſus, Lord remem- 
ber me when thou comeſt into thy 
kingdom. 

And Jeſus ſaid unto him, verily I fay 
unto thee, this day ſhalt thou be with 

me in Paradiſe, 
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CONTEN TS. 


SERMON VI. 


The Reſurrection of the Body. 
Preached on Eaſter Sunday. 
Firſt Epiſtle CORINTHIANS, XV. 95. 


But ſome men will ſay, how are the dead 
raiſed, and with what body do they 


come ? 
SERMON VII. 


The Comforts of Religion. 
The Goſpel of St. Joun, xiv. 27. 


Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you: not as the world giveth, 


give I unto you. Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 


SERMON VIII. 
The Danger of little Faults. 
GENESIS iii. 4. 


And the Serpent ſaid unto the woman, 
* Ye ſhall not ſurely die.“ 


CONTENTS 


SERMON MX. 


National Tranſgreſſions neceſſary provoke 
National Fudgments. 


A Faſt Sermon, preached on occaſion 
of the American War. 
NUMBERS xxxii. 23. 
Be ſure your ſin will find you out. 


SE RR MON X.. 


The Converſion of the Magdalen. 
Preached before the bleſſed Sacrament. 
St. LUKE vii. 47. 
Wherefore J {ay unto you, her fins which 
are many, are forgiven : for ſhe loved 


much. 


S'E RM QO-N X. 
On the Duty of Thankſgroing to God. 


PSALM cxlvii. 1. 

Praiſe ye the Lord, for it is good to ſing 
praiſes unto our God, for it is plea- 
{ant and praiſe is comely. 

Or as il is in our old tranſlation. 

O praiſe the Lord; for it is a good thing 
to ling praiſes unto our God; yea, a 
pleaſant and joyful thing it is to be 
thankful, 


E R RAT A in Vol. I. 


Page 5. I. 8, for leads read lead, Page 29, I. 15. 
for paſſeth read parteth —Page 32. 1. 11. for tne 
read ten, —Page 47. l. 9:for means read mean.— Page 
114. 1. 9. for looting read ſoothing.— Page 124. I. 11. 
or formal read ſormer.— Page 125. I. 16. for thoſe 
read thou. — Page 137. miſnumbered.— Page 142. 
I. 1. or uperſtr ſsuftion read ſuperſtructure.— Page 
156. Il. 19. for chriſtianty read chri ſtianity.— Page 
161 J. 1. for all read ill, —Page 174. I. 5. or matter 
read matters. —Page 175. I. 12. for by read but. 
— Page 177. I. 4. for ſabfath read ſabbath. —Page 
186 J. 19. for how read however. —Page 188 l. 18. 
for but now read but is now. — Page 202. 1. 1. for 
practiceſt and read practice ſtand, —Page 226. l. 15. 
for ſeems read ſeem.— Page 228. I. 4. for hearts read 
hearers.—Page 230. for means read mean.— Page 
8595 1. 8. for is in within read is within, — Page 359. 
12. for ſuch read ſake.— Page $59. I. 20. for mortals 
read mortality. — Page 360 l. 14. for and be moved 
read and moved.— Page 361.1. 1. for man read men, 
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ACTS XV. 18. 


Known unto God are all his works from 
the . of the world. 


T HE SE. words: 8 James are a 
pious reflection ariſing from the 
general idea of the wiſdom and omniſci- 
ence of God. And they were occaſion- 
ed by a doubt that had ariſen amongſt 
the apoſtles and brethren, concerning 
the admiſſion of the Gentile converts in- 
to the Church of Chriſt, free and unin- 
cumbered from Jewiſh ceremonies. 


Vol. I. B 2 To 


4 NI. 


To thoſe who had been long ac- 
cuſtomed to the narrow principles of 
Judaiſm, and who fancied themſelves 
intitled, excluſively, to the goſpel privi- 
leges, as they had long been to thoſe 
of the Moſaical inſtitution ; it ſeemed a 
moſt extraordinary encroachment, to ad- 
admit within the pale of the Chriſtian 


church, thoſe Gentile converts, whom 


they falſly underſtood to be ſtrangers 
to the covenant of promiſe, and aliens 
from the commonwealth of Iſrael. 


But the contrary had ever been in the 
decrees of unlimited wiſdom ; and that 
it was ſo, the apoſtle proves by many 
quotations from the antient prophets, 
and which St. Peter fully illuſtrated in 
the memorable example of Cornelius the 
Gentile convert, the firſt fruits of the ex- 


tenſion of the great Chriſtian charter to 
all 


- 
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SERMON I. 5 


all nations; and he concludes with this 
remark, to check their buſy and pro- 
fane curioſity, in this or any other diſ- 
penſation of providence, Known unto 


God are all his works, from the beginning 
of the world. 


An obſervation, that our firſt con- 
ceptions of God naturally leads us to 
make, 


Infinite and unlimited in every poſſi- 
ble perfection, the author and contriver 
of every thing that was, and is, and is 
to be; what in the whole compals of 
things, and in the whole meaſure of 
time, can be beyond the reach of his 
intimate knowledge ? What ought we 
to ſuppoſe every thing to be, but the 
reſult of juſtice and perfect goodneſs ? 
If this be fo, how are we to reconcile 


to 


6 SERMON I. 


to theſe attributes of God, ſome of the 
greateſt and moſt important diſpenſa- 
tions of his providence towards us ? 


I am led to ſolicit your attention to 
the following obſervations upon this 
ſubject, from an unreaſonable, not to 
ſay, profane animadverſion upon God's 
dealing with us, in innumerable circum- 
ſtances of life, fo common in the mouths 
of many amongſt us; but moſt particu- 
larly reſpecting the lapſed condition of 
fallen man in this vale of tears, com- 
pared with what ſeemed to be the ori- 


ginal deſign of God for him in Paradiſe. 


Whilſt we are indulging reflections of 
this ſort, it may perhaps be natural for 
us to lament and weep.— Nature may 
plead ſomething for us, when looking 


unto the rock whence we are hewn, 
and 
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and to the hole of the pit, whence we 
are taken, we fit down in ſack-cloth and 
aſhes, and in the bitterneſs of our ſouls, 
cry out, Good had it been for us never to 
have been born. 


But let us remember that we are 
Chriſtians, —let their conſolation, who 
ſinned, upon whom was pronounced, 
and from whom was derived the curſe, 
let their conſolation be ours, — Ihe ſecd 
of the woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's 
lead. 


Beautiful beyond deſcription ;—wor- 
thy of wiſdom without controul ;—and 
of goodneſs without bounds, was that 
deſignation of man, created in purity 
and innocence; ſo pure, ſo perfect, as 
to be pronounced good, very good, by 
God himſelf, the moment he received 

his 
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his exiſtence. Formed a ſenſitive, and 
an intellectual being; view him with 
the partner of his happineſs placed in 
a garden, pouring forth on every ſide, 
in the richeſt profuſion, its inexhauſti- 
ble delights. See him every where ſur- 
rounded with the preſence of his bene- 
ficent Creator. Every faculty of his 
ſoul ſtretched to the utmoſt, to contem- 
plate the wonders of his love, and to 
enjoy the ſunſhine of his providence. 


To day, God bleſſed them, and ſaid 
unto them, be fruitful, and multiply, and 
repleniſh the earth, and ſubdue it; to- 
morrow. Iwill greatly multiply thy ſor- 
row ;—Curſed be the ground for thy ſake, 
kn ſorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life, duſt thou art, and unto duft 
ſhalt thou return, and he drove out the 
man, and placed at the eaſt of the gar 
den 


SERMON I. 9 
den of Eden, Cherubim and a flaming 
fword, which turned every way to keep 
the way of the Tree of Life. 


Pitiable condition! dreadful altera. 
tion! but they ſinned :—they fell from 
their innocence, knowingly, and deli- 
berately ; they fell from their happineſs 
therefore juſtly, and neceſſarily. They 
did ſo,— and great and adorable is the 
juſtice of God in their puniſhment: 


But yet ſtrange it is, and ſeems in- 
conſiſtent with the juſtice and goodneſs 
of God, to bring into being ſuch a ſyſ- 
tem of beauty and proportion, knows- 
ing at the ſame time that it was to be 
of ſo ſhort a continuance ; to create be- 
ings, ſenſitive and rational, in the full 
enjoyment of perfection and happineſs, 
—knowing how ſhort-lived that glory 


* 
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and bleſſedneſs was to be; — how ſoon 
they would abuſe that liberty, which 
was the pride of their nature ; and how 
loon they muſt exchange the ſweets, 
and privileges of Paradiſe, and immor- 
tality, for a howling wilderneſs, miſery 
and death; to dreſs up this gaudy pa- 
geant, to ſhine and glitter at this great 
holiday, and then to be laid by in 
darkneſs and oblivion for ever. 


It may perhaps be very reaſonably 
oblerved here ;—Surely it would be bet- 
ter to expoſe the extreme impiety of 
this wantonneſs of accuſation againſt 
Providence, and ſo to make men fear 
to raiſe theſe objections, than to pre- 
tend to ſolve difficulties, which muſt be 
acknowledged to be beyond the reach 
of our keeneſt penetration; and verily 
were this conduct always found reaſon- 


able, 


SERMON I. 11 


able, and in general ſubſervient to the 
great intereſts of religion; Ho plea- 
ſant would it be to convince men, that 
all their concerns are in the hands, and 
under the ſupreme direction of infinite 
wiſdom, juſtice and goodneſs? and that 
we may therefore reſt aſſured, that both 
in life and death, both whilſt we are 
here, and when we lie down in the 
grave, his providence 1s conſtantly and 
equally over us :—that all the purpoſes 
of his will are framed in perfect pro- 
portion; —that ere we ſce only in part» 
and know m part, and that one great 
conſtituent of the happineſs of the other 
world, will be to know, even as we our- 
ſelves are known; bow pleaſant would it 


be, to perſuade men, that it is equally 
their duty, and their happineſs to caſt all 
their care upon God, upon this beſt of 
arguments, becauſe he careth for them? 
C 2 But 
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But ſuch conſiderations are not al- 
ways ſucceſsfully urged to ſome men; 
curioſity impelled by profaneneſs riſes 
in proportion to our endeavours to ſub+ 
due it, and not to attempt a difficulty 
is a tacit acknowledgement of our being 
ſubdued by it; and the good, and well 
diſpoſed would frequently loſe much 
comfort and inſtruction from any at- 
tempt that is made, to juſtify the ways 
of God to man. 1 


In the caſe before us ſo much may 
be ſaid, not only to juſtify the ways of 
God, but even to magnify and cxtol 
them, that it would be deſerting our 
duty, not to ſpeak herem boldly as we 
ought to ſpeak. 


If we confider this great event (the 
fall of our firſt parents) as one ſingle 
inde- 
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SERMON I. 13 
independent circumſtance, without res 
lation to any thing in the great œco- 
nomy of God, it may ſeem ſtrange and 
unaccountable,—but if we look at it in 
a more extenſive view, and conſider it 
not only as being connected with ſome 
molt amazing effects, but alſo as being 
the means of producing them ; as ope- 
rating with marvellous energy upon the 
whole condition of all the generations 
of men; — and above all, as making 
ſuch a glorious diſplay of the wiſdom, 
goodneſs, and power of God, as per- 
haps nothing leſs could have done, we 
ſhall then alter our opinion, and decide 
perhaps with more modeſty, and hu- 
mility. — Surely to diſplay in ſome 
degree the inexhauſtible wiſdom and 
power of Gad, in the exertions of thoſe 
attributes, and the ſtupendous glory of 
redemption, þy the Lamb that was ſlain 

| | from 
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from the foundation of the world; — 
to exhibit to men and angels, and 
archangels in a nobler view, than could 
be effected by any other means, the glo- 
rious Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, might be one grand end and de- 
ſign of this myſterious ſyſtem. — Had 
God created us angels, the infinite ex- 
tent of his-wiſdom and power had not 
been ſo conſpicuous ; as we ſhould not 
then have been a different order of be- 
ings from what he had created before. 
And had we ſinned in ſuch high per- 
ſection, our fall had been like that of 
the other angels, without remedy, and 
beyond redemption :—for them no Son 
was born, no Son was crucified. — Them 
| hath he reſerved in everlaſting chains 
under darkneſs unto the judgment of 
the great day.—But he made us a little 
lower than the angels, to crown us with 


glory 


SERMON I. 15 
glory and immortality.—Subjett to fall, 
but yet capable of redemption.—Con- 
tinuing innocent, we ſhould have prail- 
ed him for his power and goodnels, in 
the ordinary operations of thoſe attri- 
butes, in our creation and preſervation : 


but falling, we open to men and an- 


gels, his placability, the riches of his 


mercy 1n redeeming us from death, and 
bring into open day-light that myſtery 
of godlineſs which angels themſelves de- 


fire to look into.—And well might they 


be aſtoniſhed at it, ſince no ſuch re- 


demption was wrought for thoſe of that 


heavenly order, that fell from their ak 
legiance. 


If by fin, for it is abſolutely impoſſi- 
ble that any created being ſhould not 
be ſubje& to fin, — if by fin, a fort of 
diforder was made in what we may ima- 


gine 
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gine was the deſign of God, an ample 
amends was inſtantly made for it, by 
the glories of his grace, maniſeſted in 
the promiſe of ſalvation. With reſpect 
to God, let him be acquitted, by our 
aſking, Who amongſt the keeneſt of the 
ſons of men, has ſo far inveſtigated the 
nature of God, as to ſay there is not, 


there cannot be an important medium 

between permitting and decreeing? 
| Who has drawn the line that marks the 
f limit of every attribute in the God- 
| head? that has deſcribed the bounda- 

ries of their powers, either acting ſingly, 
, or together? Canſt thou by ſearching 
| find out God? Canft thou find out the 
| Almighty to perfection? 


| And with reſpect to man; — If the 
| _ effuſions of a pure and untainted heart, 
would have been ſeraphic devotion, and 

angelic 
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angelic gratitude, ſent forth by con- 
templations on his paternal goodneſs, 
and the daily bounties of his hand; yet 
ſurely the breathings of a broken and 
contrite heart, weeping for ſin, but ele- 
vated with the diſplay of redemption, 
muſt raiſe more awful, more enlarged, 


more amiable, apprehenſions of God. 


In innocence, great and maniſold 
would have been the motives to mag- 
nify, and love him; but to men born 
in fin, and the children of wrath, but 
capable of being made, nay being really 
made the children of grace, how infi- 
nitely multiplied are the motives to 
fear, to love, and to adore hint? Which 
of them thinkeſt thou will love him 
moſt ? — We have the anſwer in the 


goſpel ;—He, to whom he forgave moſt. 


Vol, I, | D Happy 
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Happy, beyond expreſſion, happy 


would have been a continued, and un- 
interrupted innocence ; where each one 
walking in his uprightneſs, would have 
enjoyed the felicity of a world, yet un- 
der the primeval bleſſing of its great 
Creator, and anticipating no evils, ſuf- 
fering no pains, would have had only 
to walk with God, 'tilE he ſhould call 
him to exchange, without the pains of 
death, paradiſe for heaven.— 


But what could unfinning obedience, 
and every inſtance of perſonal righte- 
ouſneſs have done for the moſt perfect of 
men, that can be compared with what 
Chriſt bas done for the true behever, 
what can be more than what St. Paul 
teſtifies? — Of him are ye in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, who of God is made unto us, wiſdom 
and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification and 
redemption. | It 


*. 
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If we are now become ſubje& to the 
miſeries of this world. — Here too the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God are con- 
picuous.—Thele things are to wean us 
from the world, they are to correct our 
vice, to improve our virtue, and to be 
the means of placing us within the reach 
of this omnipotent redemption. — And 
even the grave and gate of death, what 
are they, when we have faith and virtue 
for our paſsports ? Under this protection 
St. Paul's religious triumph, may be the 
triumph of every Chriſtian. — O death, 


where ist hy ſting ? O grave, where is thy 
victory? | 


To which of the moſt perfect of men, 
had fin never entered into the world, 
could even tranſlation it{elf have been 


more eaſy, than martyrdom was to St. 
Stephen? when his face ſhone as it had 


been the face of an angel, and when, 
D 2 - © haum 
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having uttered, with the rapture of a 
Seraph, Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit, he 
fell ach. 


| What have we loſt then, that Chriſt 
has not reſtored to us? If fin has en- 
tered into the world, and defaced ſome 
of the beauty of God's creation, his 
glory and his mercy have been magni- 
fied in us, in a moſt abundant propor- 
tion.—We are no loſers, and the riches 
of God's glory have been poured forth 
in a moſt aſtoniſhing diſpenſation, and 
in a ſyſtem of wonders, which no un- 
derſtanding can now perfectly compre- 
hend, no tongue can worthily deſcribe. 


If we would know how it is celebra- 
ted by the hierarchies of heaven, ſee it 
repreſented by St. John, in the Reve- 
lations, And 7 behetd,—and lo I heard 

the 


x 


SERMON I. 21 
the voice of many angels round about the 
throne, and the number of them was ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand, and thou- 
ſands of thouſands ; —ſaying with a loud 
voice ; — Worthy is the Lamb that was 
ain to receive power and riches and 
wiſdom and ſtrength, and honor and 
glory and bleffing. — And every creature 
which is in heaven and on earth, and 
under the earth, and ſuch as are in the 
fea, and all that are in them heard I. 


' faying, Bleſſing and honor and glory 


and power be unto ham that fitteth upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb for ever 


and ever. 


Preſumptuous are we then to arraign 


the juſtice, wiſdom and goodneſs of 


God, in having laid the foundation and 


prepared the way for this glorious diſ- 


play 
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play of himſelf, in the creation, and 
permitted fall of our firſt parents. 


Their ſituation was the bloſſom that 
was to produce this glorious fruit: —It 
opened and diſcloſed its peerleſs beauty, 
every colour of nature glowed upon its 
bloom ; the perfume of 1t aſcended up 
to heaven's gate, and charmed even an- 
gels themſelves ; but hke other flowers, 
it bloom'd to impregnate the fruit ; and 
having done its office, like them too it 
died, and withered away.—The fruit, 
Jeſus Chriſt, redemption, glory to God 
in the higheſt. 


Let us then, the objects of this glo- 
rious work of almighty power, wiſdom, 


goodneſs, fore-knowledge, proclaim the 
truth of the text, Known unto God are 
all his works from the creation of the 

world, 
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SERMON I. 23 


world. But let us proclaim it, not with 
the voice of cavil, but with the voice 
of admiration, praiſe and thankfgiving. 
—Let us conſider ourlelves as under 
the guidance, and in the diſpoſal of an 
all- wife, and infinitely good God. Let 
us in every circumſtance repoſe an en- 
tire confidence in him: nor trouble 
ourſelves with unneceſſary enquiries, 
which are not the objects of finite un- 
derſtandings. — Let us conſider the 
whole univerſe, and every event in it 
from the firſt moment it was called 
forth into being, to the final conſum- 
mation of all things, as but one grand 
ſcheme of Providence. — Let us not 


dare to diſjoin it, nor preſume to exa- 
mine any one part of it ſeperate, and 
unnected with the myſterious whole :— 
A ſyſtem, in which every being in the 
univerſe, from the brighteſt ſeraph in 

the 
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the higheſt heavens, down to the mean- 


eſt reptile upon earth, is formed to act 


its part. Let us attend to nothing ſo 
much as to act ours with applauſe; by 
the aſſiſtance of kzs grace, conduct our- 
ſelves through our characters with de- 
cency, humility, piety. And if at any 
time we are tempted to ſtop ſhort, and 
contemplate God's providence, either 
in the ordinary diſpenſations of it to 
us, or in the greater and more aſton- 
thing myſteries, which are reſerved for 
our future and eternal admiration ; let 
it be under the impreſſion, and in the 
extaſy of this heavenly ſong, Great and 
marvellous are thy works, Lord God Al- 
maghty ; juſt and true are thy ways thou 
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St. LUKE. xu. 36. Former part. 


AND YE YOURSELVES LIKE MEN 
THAT WAIT FOR THEIR LORD. 


A ND are not we thoſe very per- 
ſons, to whom this moſt ſolemn 
exhortation is. addrefled? - — Chriſtians, 
that have been baptized 3 into his name, 
and from childres Rabe known, the holy 
ſcriptures, which are able to make us 
wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith that 
1s in n? — There have we not read 
the whole counſel of God towards us? 
Life, and immortality brought to light, 
reſurrection from the dead, and a judg- 
Vol. I E 2 ment 
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ment to come? For who is there that 
wants to be informed that he hath ap- 
pointed a day, in which he will judge the 

world in T11ghteouſneſs, by that man, whom 

he hath ordained ? 


How often have we been exhorted in 
conſequence of the certainty and im- 
portance of theſe great truths to aſk 
ourſelves What manner of men ought we 
to be in all holy converſation, and goghi- 
neſs 2—What muſt we do to be ſaved 9— 
Who is there, that, in the hours of ſoli- 
tude and retirement, feeling the weight 
of theſe reflections, has not inſtantly 
commanded his paſſions into an awful 
pauſe, and called in his purſuits from 
pleaſure, and unrighteouſneſs? — Has 
not enjoyment in its higheſt tranſport 


been made to let go its graſp ? —and 
the wantonneſs pf the mpſt diſſipated 
heart 
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heart been ſubdued into religious con- 
templations, — eternity, and what is to 
become of us, when we leave this world? 


It is our misfortune, that by I don't 
know what fatal influence, we will not 
ſuffer theſe impreſſions to be perma- 
nent. We ruſh into the world, catch 
at every pleaſure as it flies, and permit 
every trifle to diſpoſſeſs this unwelcome 
gueſt. The mind ſoon relapſes into its 
former follies, the paſſions reſume the 


reins they had dropped for a moment ; 


awe, and ſeriouſneſs have fled, nor left 


the leaſt trace behind them, ie as when 

an arrow is ſhot at a mark, it paſſeth the 
air, which immediately cometh together, 
fo that a man cannot know where it went 


through. 


But the great objeꝙ of religion is to 


COUNLCr- 


30 SERMON II. 


counteract this attatchment to preſent 
things, to ſubdue this dangerous diſ- 
inclination to the intereſts of eternity : 
and the church to which we have the 
happineſs to belong, at this time in 
particular, when ſhe has commanded us 
to celebrate the firſt coming of Chriſt, 
that our reflections may be employed 
in the moſt uſeful and extenſive manner 
on the important fubject, connects with 
it that more ſolemn and awful event, his 
ſecond coming to judge the world ;— 
that beholding them both in one view, 
our ſouls may vitally feel their multi- 
plied influence. That as we are re- 
deemed, reconciled to the Father, en- 
lightened, aſſiſted, and ſanctified by the 
Spirit, ſo we {hall be finally judged by 
the ſame Jeſus, when he ſhall come in 
the clouds of heaven, with power and 


great glory. 


To 
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To this end, in all her offices for this 
ſeaſon, ſhe has ſelected for our medita- 
tions thoſe particular paſſages of holy 
ſcripture, which the Bleſſed Spirit in- 
tended ſhould direct our minds to ob- 
jects of the laſt importance. That we 
are born into this world to pleaſe God, 
by obeying his laws, and advancing the 
perfection of our nature. — That we 
are to live here but a ſhort time, — that 
we muſt ſoon be removed out of this 
world, to live for ever in the next; — 
khat our whole intereſt in that eternal 
ſtate depends upon our behaviour in 
this; — and, to excite our earlieſt, at- 
tention, and conſtant watchfulneſs, that 
the time of our leaving this world is, to 
the laſt degree uncertain: — that our 
Lord may come in the morning, in the 
evening, at mid-night, or at cock-crow : 


and that we ſhall be finally adjudged to 
hap- 


32 SERMON Il. 


happineſs, or miſery, according as we 
have lived in this world: 


And what conſiderations are there in 
nature ſo operative to the purpoſe of a 
ſincere unreſerved piety, as thoſe re- 
ſulting from reflections on our final 
allotment hereafter, which we are al- 
ſured from repeated exhortations, de- 
pends upon our preparation for that 
eternal ſtate ; and are convinced from 
tne thouſand arguments, as well as from 
our own feelings and experience, that 
this preparation hangs upon the ſingle 
hair of human life? 


It is therefore with marvellous energy 
that. the Scriptures urge upon us a ſe- 
rious regard to theſe very plain, but 
moſt intereſting truths, that /o we may 
live like men, that wait for the coming 


of 
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of their Lord, purified from every de- 
filement, decked with every virtue, in 
every inſtance, temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and every moment of our lives, 


through the ſatisfaction of Chriſt, lay- 


ing in our claim to the tree of life in 


the midſt of the paradiſe of God. 


It ſhall be the ſubject of this diſcourſe 


to conſider what ſort of behaviour theſe 


reflections would naturally produce in 
us, or how it would influence our con- 


duct, if we hve in conſtant expectation 
of the coming of our Lord. 


In general they would produce a moſt 
ſerious attention and watchfulneſs in 


every part of our converſation : — our 


actions, our words, our very thoughts; 


we ſhould have the moſt lively and ac- 
tive ſenſe of the obligation to every 
W F duty 
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duty of religion; we ſhould love the 
Lord our God with all our mind, and 
with all our ſtrength ; we ſhould medi- 
tate on his word, and receive with faith, 
and the moſt indefeaſible confidence, 
the great truths of revelation, and a- 
dore them with the profoundeſt gratt- 
tude.—And feeling ourſelves ennobled 
with the glorious privileges of ſons of 
God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, the 
great effect of grace and redemption, our 
ſervices, both in public and in private, 
would be angelical, and we ſhould be 
inſpired with a warmth and fervor in 
all our devotions not to be defcribed.--- 
And whilſt we thank'd him with the 
molt cordial and fincere affection, for 
the means of grace, and the hope of 
glory, how animated would be our zeal 
conſtantly to avail ourſelves of the one, 
that finally we might be partakers of the 
other. 
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other ! — This hallowed principle, the 
pureſt, and at the ſame time the moſt 
active of all others, would circulate 
through every relation in lite, and give 
vigour to our diſcharge of every duty, 
towards ourſelves, and our fellow-crea- 
tures, — It would produce temperance, 
chaſtity and moderation in all our en- 
joyments, contentedneſs in the worſt of 
circumſtances, ſubmiſſion and patience, 
under the ſevereſt diſpenſations of his 
providence, juſtice and integrity in our 
intercourſe with the world ; benevo- 


volence and charity towards all man- 
kind, 


Theſe are the things concerning which 
the grand inqueſt will be made; theſe 
are the ways, by which we are com- 
manded to glorify God, and ſecure the 
ſalvation of our ſouls 

F 2 - And 
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And ſhall a rational thinking being 
retire into his cloſet, and whilſt he is 
communing with his own heart there in 


private, feel theſe reflections ruſh into 
his mind, that the preſent life is the on- 
ly ſeaſon in which he can do any thing 
for the next ;—that it is in the hands of 
God, and that for any thing he knows, 
he may require it the next moment; and 
that if he ſhould, he muſt be miſerable 
and undone for ever : — ſhall a man ſo 
reflect, and not inſtantly aſk himſelf, 
What ſhall I do to be ſaved 9 — Shall he 
not fall down upon his bended knees, 
beg forgiveneſs of what is paſt; and 
reſolve, by the grace of God, to he 
more cautious and circumſpe& for the 
future ? 


True it is, theſe holy affections 
thus raiſed in the mind, are not always 
found 
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found to be ſolid and permanent; alas! 
they are too often like the early dew 


that paſſeth away ;—* the cares of this 
« world, the deceitfulneſs of riches, and 

es the luſt of other things, entering in, 
ec choak the word, and it becometh un- 
6 fruitful”, Yet theſe are the genuine 
effects of ſuch contemplations ; theſe 
are the natural feelings of the mind, 
when theſe great and ſolemn truths of 
religion are preſented to its view. 


Is it poſſible that any man {ſhould re- 
member that God will open all hearts 
in that day, before men and angels,— 

| that every ſecret deſign, every diſtant 

\ Wiſh, ſhall then be unfolded in perfect 
daylight, before the whole univerſe 
and not diſclaim every tendency to hy. 
pocrily, diſſimulation, and deceit? — 
What indirect affection ſhall find aſy- 


lum 
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lum in the breaſt, that knows not but 
that the next moment may expoſe it to 
ſhame, and endleſs contuſion 2? And 
what treaſure, under theſe reflections, 
will be found comparable to truth and 
real ſincerity of hcart ?—* Speaking as 
* we think, doing what we profeſs, be- 
© ing what we ſeem to be”; or, in the 
language of the apoſtle, e leſtimony of 
our eonſcience, that in fimplicity, and 
godly ſencerity we have had our conver- 
ſation in the world, 


If we conſider ourſelves in this view, 
as men that are waiting for the coming 
of their Lord, where 1s the intereſt, be 
it ever ſo dear to us, that does not fink 
into nothing, when brought mto com- 
pariſon with the glories we are aſpiring 
alter, that lie beyond the grave? — 
Where is the brilliancy of wealth, and 

honors 
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honors ; — the gay and ſoft endear- 
ments of tranſitory pleaſures, that were 
ſo lately dancing before the fancy, and 
| alluring us to their unchaſte embraces ? 
they are all vaniſhed, — when the mind 
thus lets in the comtemplation of the 
other world, to which we are haſten- 
ing. al is a man profited, if he ſhall 
gain the whole world, and loſe his own 
ſoul Hand, Thou fool !—this night ſhall 
thy ſoul be required of thee, then whoſe 
ſhall theſe things be P The anſwer to 
theſe queſtions will ſhew us at once the 
little value, and trifling importance of 
all earthy conſiderations ; and, —if ve 
would ſuffer it to produce its proper 
effect, would engage us to contend for 
that pearl of ineſtimable price, — which 


the world can neither give, nor take away. 


Shall affliction, tribulation, or deſpair 


lay 
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lay hold upon us, whilſt under theſe 


impreſſions ?—How tranſient muſt theſe 
appear to ſuch as are waiting for the 
coming of their Lord, thoſe light af- 
flictions which are but for a moment? 


Hear the conſolations of Chriſtian- 
ity: —as dying, And behold we live, as 
chaſtened, and not killed, as ſorrowful, 
yet always rejoicing ; as poor, yet making 
many rich ; as having nothing, yet poſſeſ - 
ing all things. — In their natural ſtrength, 
theſe words cover our heads in the ſe- 
vereſt conflicts of adverſity, and arm 
the ſoul with fortitude and patience ſu- 
perior to the vorſt that can befall us 
here. — But when we entertain ourſelves 


with the proſpect which the apoſtle 
proceeds to open to us, lookrng for, and 
haſtening unto the coming of our Lord 
and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt ; this pro- 


duces 
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duces not compoſure and tranquillity 
only in ſufferings, but a chearfulneſs 
and exultation, or, as the apoſtle calls 
it, a Tejoicing in tribulation. 


For what 1s it that hinders our ſteady, 
and uniform practice of theſe, and eve- 
ry other Chriſtian virtue 2?—It is our at- 
tachment to this world ;—deſtroy this 
attatchment, and religion operates up- 
on our hearts with irreſiſtible force 
and governs without a rival: —let us 
once be perſuaded of the precarious 
tenure by which we hold cvery thing 


here below, that it all depends upon a 
breath of air in our noſtrils, and the 


attachment 1s broken, for who will ſet 
his heart upon that which is not ? 


Befides, what man is there, who can 


ſay he is under no anxious ſolicitude 
Vol. I. Q 


about 
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about this thought, which yet lives in 
the heart of every mortal, hat it is ap- 
pornted unto all men once to die, and after 
that the judgment. And what can ſup- 
port us under the expettation of being 
every moment ſummoned to give up 
our accounts to God, but reflections, 
on the uprightneſs, and integrity of our 
lives, that we have exerciſed ourſelves 
gerein day and night, to have always a 
conſcience void of offence towards God, 
and towards man. — Has any one en- 
deavoured to picture to his imagination 
the terrors of that day of the Lord? 
What do we imagine will give the foul 
firmneſs to ſupport it under them, but 
an aſſurance of the love, and protection 
of God, and our Saviour, an intereſt in 
our heavenly Father, and a covenanted 
title to the favour of our Redeemer and 
Judge ?—And can any thing but a re- 
ligious 
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 ligious life, through faith in the merits 
of that all-ſufficient redemption, inſpire 
this conſolation into the ſoul in that 


awful moment. 


Would we then, by frequent con- 
templation, bring theſe things home 
to our view, and by looking earneſtly, 
and often at them, make them habi- 
tual, and familiar to us, the terrors of 
the Lord would perſuade us. — For har- 
der than the nether mill-ſtone muſt that 
heart be, that can calmly and delibe- 
rately think on theſe things, and not 
let them work their natural, and gen- 
uine effect upon it. Even Felix trem- 
bled when St. Paul regſoned before him 
H righteouſneſs, temperance, and a judg- 
ment to come. 


8 2 On 


44 SERMON II. 


On the other hand how ſhall we be 
able to conceive the joys of him, wha 
ſhall then be able to ſay with the ſame 
apoſtle, I have lived in all good conſci- 
ence before God until this day. — I have 
fought the good fight ; I have kept the 
faith.—Or with another apoſtle, when 
he hears, and conſiders as ſpoken to 
himſelf, the words of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
Surely I come quickly, —and can anſwer 
from a heart burning with religious fire, 


Amen.—Even ſo come Lord Jeſus ! 


So that the truth is, we want but to 
be perſuaded to think on theſe things 
frequently, for I would flatter myſelf 
we all believe them, and want not to be 
perſuaded of their truth and importance. 
How dreadful is it then, by neglecting 
to meditate upon them, to aggravate 
our wickedneſs and to make our fin in- 

finitely 
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finitely more ſinful!— What is it that 
deceives us ? --- Is it the world, with its 
- pleaſures? But what is the world, and 


hat are its pleaſures, to men who are 
born to have their converſation in hea- 


ven who have been taught, not leſs by 
experience, than by religion, tat the 
world paſſeth away.— What is the world, 
and every thing in it to him, who has 
ever been perſuaded to ſtop ſhort but one 
moment in the midſt of his wildeſt pur- 
ſuits, and anſwer to his foul, this ſo- 
lemn demand. What is a man profited, 
if he ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe 
tas own ſoul ? 


Is it youth, and the aſſurance of life, 
and continuance here, that health, and 
vigour flatters us with ? — Alas! this 
muſt not be. Who wants to be in- 
formed how many . accidents may, be- 
fore 
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fore to-morrow's dawn, lay all theſe 
ſhort-lived glories in the duſtꝰ Let us 
rather attend to that gentle admonition 
of the Royal Preacher, Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth : — 
or if this be not ſufficient to determine | 
our practice, to that ſevere ſarcaſm by | 
the ſame excellent author, Rejozce, 0 | 
young man, in thy youth, and let thy g 
heart chear thee in the days of thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thy heart, and 

zn the ſight of thine eyes, but know that 

for all things God will call thee into 

judgment. 


In a word, let us remember 
that we are not always to live in this 
world, that the time of. our leaving it 


is to the laſt degree uncertain, that we 
know not but that it may be the next 
hour, the next moment ;—let the word 


of 
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of God, let our own feelings, let every 
; thing about us, place this great truth 
effectually before our eyes; - let the 
impreſſion from theſe conſiderations, be 
permanent, as it muſt be ſtrong, and 
forcible let us carry it with us in pub- 
lic, let it dwell with us in private, ſo 
ſhall it, by the grace of God, be one 
moſt effectual means to direct every 
thought, every word, and every action 
into the way, that leads to ſalvation, 


through the merits, and ſatisfaction of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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JOHN v. 39. 


SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES, FOR 
IN THEM YE THINK YE HAVE 
ETERNAL LIFE; AND THEY ARE 
THEY WHICH TESTIFY OF ME. 


1 Cannot enter upon the doctrine I 
intend for the Aubjet of this day's 


meditation from theſe words, without 
looking back to the beginning of this 
chapter, and giving a ſhort view of that 
remarkable diſcourſe of Our Saviour's 
to the Jews, that introduced them. 


He had performed a very extraordi- 
nary cure on the ſabbath- day upon the 


lame man, that had lain ſo long at the 


Vo. I. H 2 pool 
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pool of Betheſda. Phariſaical ſuperſti- 
tion was offended at his working this 
miracle on that day, and at his not on- 
ly countenancing, but commanding a 
profanation of it, as they were pleaſed 
to underſtand it, by ordering him then 
to carry his bed, —Qur Lord anſwers 
them by an appeal to the example of his 
Father; whoſe providence neither ſlum- 
bereth nor ſleepeth, but is at all times 
equally watchful over us, to ſuccour 
and ſupport us; My Father worketh hi- 
therto, and I work : My Father worketh ; 


this was in their idea, direct blaſphemy, 


making himſelf equal with God. He aſ- 
ſerts this equality by ſaying, What things 


 foever the Father doeth, theſe alſo doeth the 


Son likewiſe ; and not theſe ſmaller, and 
leſs aſtoniſhing miracles, but greater and 


more amazing ſhall he perform ; he ſhall 
raiſe the dead to life. For as the Fa- 
ther 
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her raiſeth up the dead and quickeneth 
them, even ſo the Son quickeneth whom 
he will, and he ſhall be their Judge al- 
ſo; they ſhall be ſummoned to appear 
before his tribunal. — The Father hath 
committed all judgment to the Son, that 
the ſame divine worſhip, which is paid to 
the Father ſhould be paid to the Son; 
that all men ſhould honour the Son, even 
as they honour the Father Upon 
this principle he urges the infinite au- 
thority of all that he delivered to them 
and the great obligation they were un- 
der to pay the profoundeſt regard to 
his divine perſon, and the doctrines 
he taught; to receive them not 
as the words of man, but, as they were 
in deed, and in truth, the words of 
God: —and that upon this depended 
their ſalvation, or condemnation, — Ve- 


raly, verily, I ſay unto you, he that heareth 
my 
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my word, and belteveth on him that ſent 
me, hath everlaſting liſe, and ſhall not 
come into condemnalion.— Do ye, con- 
tinues our Bleſſed Lord, even yet want 
teſtimony of this divine claim? take 
not mine own witneſs; —behold the teſti- 
mony of God? e ſent unto John, he 
baptized me: — he ſaw the ſpirit of God 
deſcending in a bodily ſhape and lighting 
upon me like a dove, he heard the attel- 
tation of this heavenly meſſenger, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 


pleaſed. 


But I receive not teſtimony from 


man, I have greater witneſs than that 
of John: — The works foretold in the 
ſcriptures that Meſſiah ſhould perform, 
even theſe works declare me to be that 
very perſon: — The works which the 
Father hath aſſigned me to perform 

theſe 


.©& 
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theſe are my teſtimony. — But ye reject 
me, becauſe ye will not conſult that ſa- 
ered record: ye have not his word abi- 
ding in you, for whom he hath ſent, 
him ye believe not,—it is the ſcriptures 
that are the teſtimony of Jeſus. 

Search the ſcriptures, for in them ye 
ithink ye have eternal life ; and they are 
they which teflify of me. Look into and 
examine the writings of the Old Teſta- 


ment; ye acknowledge that ye depend 


zupon theſe, and believe that through 
*the due performance of the Moſaical 
-precepts ye ſhall have eternal life : — 
land upon examination ye ſhall find that 
fall thoſe prophecies and types are ful- 
filled in me; and that all the promiſes 
'of life there made, have reſpect to me 
the author and giver of life. 


7 Various 
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Various have been the attacks of the 
deift and the infidel upon the Chriſtian 
Revelation, drawn from variety of cir- 
cumſtances relating to its internal cha- 
racter, as well as its external preten- 
ſions. Sometimes their offence in Chriſt 
has ariſen from there being no neceſſity 
ſor ſo very extraordinary a diſpenſation; 
nature and conſcience being in their 
opinion every way ſufficient to direct us 
in our duty, and to conduct us to hap- 
pineſs.— Sometimes from the incredibi- 
lity of its peculiar doctrines, and their 
not being ſufficiently reducible to the 
principles of human reaſon. — Some- 
times from the particular character f 
Our Saviour, his birth, his converſation 
in the world, his ſufferings, his death 
upon the croſs, for the ſalvation of all 
mankind. — And moſt generally from 
that kind of evidence upon which, we 

in 


SERMON III. 87 
in theſe later ages of the world, are re- 
; quired to believe and embrace dottrines 
of ſuch importance, as thoſe of Chriſti- 
anity are repreſented to be. With very 
great ſtrength of reaſon, very powerful 
arguments, and undeniable demonſtra- 
tion, have theſe matters been handled 
by the pious and learned apologiſts for 
our holy religion. — It were ſuperfluous 
to {ay any thing upon thole offences 
in Chriſt which reſpe& his doctrines, 
or his character: —I ſhall confine my- 
ſelf to the latter part of them, the Scrip- 
ture evidence; and ſhall take the li- 
berty to cut the matter extremely ſhort, 
and to treat theſe oppoſers of the truth 
exactly in the ſame way that our Lord 
himſelf dealt with them.—I will ſend 
them to the Sacred Writings ; and reſt 
the whole ſucceſs of the argument upon 
this iſſue, Search the Scriptures ; for if 


Pol. I. I the 
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the Scriptures can be proved to be of di- 


vine authority, if they teſtify of Chriſt, 


and he in every particular anſwered 
and fullfilled that prophetical deſcrip- 
tion, every other objection againſt the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation evidently falls to 
the ground; it were the higheſt folly, 
as well as the moſt direct blaſphemy, 
after this to cavil at or diſpute againſt 
what God has thus revealed, and to ſet 
up our underſtanding and conception 


as the ſtandard to which to refer the 


credibility of truths acknowledged to 
be divine. — The Infidel muſt do, what 
never has, what never can be done, he 
muſt prove to a demonſtration that the 
Scriptures are every word falle, a for- 
gery, an impoſture, before he preſumes 
to arraign the doctrines revealed in 
them. | 


Our 


SERMON II. 39 


Our church in all her public ad- 
dreſſes to us during this ſeaſon of Ad- 


vent, proclaims to us the Lord our 
righteouſneſs, and that he is coming to 
viſit and redeem his people. To day 
in particular, that our faith herein may 
reſt upon its proper baſis, ſhe has called 
upon us to addreſs our ſupplications to 
the God of all truth for his grace to in- 
eline and aſſiſt us to look into and exa- 
mine thoſe /acred Records ; to hear, 
mark, learn and inwardly digeſt them, 
appealing to their authority and declar- 
ing to us, that in the belief of them only 
we can have patience and comfort. — 
And rationally, and indefealably em- 
brace and hold faſt the bleſſed hope of ever- 
laſting life, which God has given us in us 
Jon Feſus Chriſt. 


The truth and divinity of the Holy 
12 Scriptures 
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Scriptures cannot rationally be denied, 
if we conſider in an enlarged view the 
Jewiſh œconomy on one hand, and the 
writings of the prophets on the other; 
the Scriptures to which our Saviour here 
refers. The great and marvellous tranſ- 
actions recorded there of the children 
of Iſrael; —their law, and the various 
extraordinary ceremonies of their reli- 
gion; — and the writings of the pro- 
phets, which foretold many great events 
relating to Chriſt, to that remarkable 
people, and to moſt of the nations of 
the world. —The extraordinary zeal and 
devotion, with which that religion was 
generally obſerved, the unlimitted at- 
tention with which the books of the 
law were guarded, carried with them 
into all their captivities; — copied, and 
tranſcribed with unparallelled caution 
and ſuperſtition, which led them to re- 
giſter 
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SERMON III. 61 


giſter every word, and even letter, and 
ſo accompanying them into all their 
diſperſions: the exiſtence of that reli- 
gion, with all its judgments, ſtatutes 
and ordinances, rites, ceremonies and 
ſacrifices through a ſucceſſion of ages; 
the concurrent teſtimony of the hiſtory 
of all the nations of the world from the 
earlieſt times concerning this moſt re- 
markable people, and ten thouſand 
other circumſtances that might here be 
brought together; beſides that thoſe 
very ſame books are to this day pre- 
ſerved in the hands of both Jews and 
Chriſtians, and their divine authority 
equally acknowledged by both, I ſay, 
all theſe conſiderations prove with in- 
conteſtable demonſtration the exiſtence 
and truth of the Moſaical writings, 


The prophetical books of the Old 
Teſta- 
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Teſtament were received, acknowledg- 
ed, and preſerved not only amongſt 
the Jews, but alſo amongſt the ſeveral 
nations whither they had been carried 
captives, ages before their accompliſh- 
ment.—Many of the great events there 
preſignified did really befall the Jews 
exactly as they were foretold. — The 
Heathen world were likewiſe their ob- 
ject, and had in ſome degree a ſhare in 
theſe predictions, and the fate and dread- 
ful overthrow of many of the great 
kingdoms of it, ſufficiently evince 
their truth and divine original. — they 
were in aftertimes univerſally acknow- 
ledged amongſt the Heathens. — And 
the primitive adverſaries of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, knew their great im- 
portance ; and with good reaſon—de- 
clared that the only effectual way to 
extirpate Chriſtianity, was (if that were 


poſſible) 
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SERMON III. 63 


poſſible) to deſtroy thoſe ſacred writ- 
ings, and the moſt early apologiſts for 
the truth of it, in the harangues before 
the Heathen tribunals conſtantly appeal 
to them: which would have been an un- 
pardonable weakneſs and abſurdity, had 
there been no ſuch books, or had they 
not had the moſt ſacred and unqueſtion- 
able authority. — How great the force 
of this argument was, we may learn 
from the effect it had upon the chief of 
the Jews, to whom our Saviour addreſ- 
ſed it at this time in the chapter from 
whence the text is taken, where it is 
laid among their chief rulers alſo ma- 
ny believed on him, and St. Paul knew 
well its efficacy in his defence before 
Feſtus, when he broke out into that 
paſhonate addreſs to the King that fat 
by him,— King Agrippa, believeſt thou 
the prophets ? I know that thou believe}. 

Its 
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Its natural effect was, Almoſt thou per- 
ſwadeſt me to be a Chriſttan.—St. Paul's 
firſt attack upon infidelity, was always 
to reaſon with men out of the Scrip- 
tures And he commends the Bereans 
for their diligent ſearching of the Scrip- 
tures to ſee if the doctrines he deliver- 
ed to them were founded in them :— 
the evidence of the truth of the Holy 
Scriptures is ſuch an one, as never did, 
nor ever can belong to any one book, 
that ever appeared in the world.— 
They have been handed down to us 
without any material alteration from 
namberleſs generations: — they have 
been tranſlated into all languages and 
have travelled into all countries; the 
hands and tongues of infidels have 
been continually lifted up, and enve- 
nomed againſt them, where ever they 
went ;—thoſe that carried them were 

i gene- 
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SERMON III. 6; 
generally by their very ſufferings and 
diſperſions witneſſes of their truth; and 
the moſt remarkable events in the 
world have been their ſupporters ; 
ruined cities, monarchies, and empires 
have in their downfall eſtabliſhed their 
divinity, and in the craſh of their de- 
{ſtruction loudly announced to all the 
generations of men, their everlaſting 
truth. They go on conquering to con- 
quer, not unhurt only, and unpolluted 
by the flight of years, and the wicked- 
neſs and blaſphemy of the world, but 
the wickedneſs and blaſphemy of the 
world have added ſtrength to their 
ſtability, and time itſelf, in his rapid 
and unwearied courſe, bringing to light 
innumerable events there for ages ſhut 
up, and involved in darkneſs, has ſuc- 
ceſſively improved, beautified, and 

Vol. L K added 
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added a luſtre to them, lie the fun 
when, he ſhineth in huis ſtrength. 


And theſe are they, (ſays our Saviour) 
whach teſtify of me. As for the jewiſn 
religion ſet forth to us in the writings 
of Moſes, that it pointed directly to 
Chrift, and in every rite and ceremony 
had immediate reference to him, 1s 
clear beyond a doubt : their ſacrifices, 
their purifications, their paſcal ſolemni- 
ties, every part, and ceremony of their 
worſhip pointed immediately to him ;— 
nay ; — ſo very extraordinary is that 
whole diſpenſation in every particular, 
that without conſidering it in this view, 
as a ſhadow and repreſentation of good 
things to come; — typical, and emble- 
matical of Meſſiah the great ſubſtance 
and architype, it muſt appear the moſt 
whimſical, and unaccountable religion 


that 
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SERMON III. 65 


that ever appeared in the world. —It 
woud be a very eaſy, as well as the 
molt entertaining taſk to trace minute- 
St. Paul in 
his epiſtle to the Hebrews has done 
much towards it ; — he calls the law a 


ly theſe reſemblances. 


ſhadow of good things to come : a ſchool- 


maſter to bring us to Chriſt. 


How the writings of the prophets did 
teſtify of Chrift, is ſo clearly ſet forth 
to us in the books of thoſe inſpired favo- 
rites and ſervants of God, that he that 
runneth may read.—Declaring that the 
defire of all nations, ſhould come. — Spe- 
cifying the time; —when the ſcepter was 
departing from Juda and a larogiver 
from between his feet, when the ſeventy 
weeks of Daniel were juſt expired, 
whilſt the ſecond temple was yet 

K 2 ſtanding 
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ſtanding which Meſſiah was to honour 
with his preſence. 


Foretelling that he was to be in a 
peculiar manner the Son of God, born 
of a pure virgin, Immanuel of the tribe 
of Judah, of the family of David, in 
the town of Bethlehem ;— to live poor, 
mean, and perſecuted: — A root of a 
ary ground, having no form nor comli- 
neſs, and when we ſhould ſee him, having 
9 beauty that we fhould defire him.— 
That he ſhould be uſhered into his mani- 
ftry by the voice of one, in the ſpirit and 
power of Elias, crying 2 the wilder- 
neſs, Prepare ye the way of ihe Lord, 
make ſtrait in the deſert a high-way for 
our God.—T hat then the eyes of the blind 
ſhould be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf fhould be unſlopped, the lame man 
fuld leap as a hart, and the tongue 


of 
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of the dumb ſhould fing.—That he ſhould 
ſuffer many things, and be ſet at nought, 
deſpiſed, and rejected of men, a man of 
ſorrows and acquainted with grief, be 
old for thirty pieces of filver, and be 


cut off out of the land of the living. — 
That he ſhould bear it with unexampled 


patience and nieekneſs. — — Oppreſſed 
and afflicted, yet opening not has mouth, 
brought as a lamb to the laughter. 
That he ſhould ſuffer not for himſelf, 
but for finners.—Wounded for our tranſ- 
gręſſions, brutſed for our migquittes. — 
The chaſtiſement of our peace was upon 
um and with his ſtripes we are healed. 


All this, and infinitely more than this, 
even the moſt minute particulars, — cir- 
cumſtances, that even hiſtory itſelf in 
is greateſt accuracy, would hardly have 
noticed, are there diſtinctly foretold, — 


and 
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and in the perſon of Jeſus as diſtinaly 
accompliſhed. —Providence at the ſame 
time having ordered a ſeries of events 
in the cataſtrophe of the Jewiſh polity, 
city, temple, law, religion, in ſo won- 
derful and. aſtoniſhing a manner, that 
they could not, nor ever can, be ac- 
compliſhed in any other perſon that 
ever did, or ever can appear in the 
world, 


If theſe things are falſe, let the infi- 
del ſhew them to be ſo by inconteſtable 
demonſtration ;— but as this cannot be, 
as the hardieſt unbelievers yet never 
pretended to this;—the evidence of Je- 
ſus ſtands immoveable, and we are bold 
to make that declaration that the Holy 
Ghoſt did to St. John in the Revela- 


tions, the teſtimony of Feſus is the ſpirit 


of prophecy. 
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SERMON IL 71 


1 muſt beg your patience to one ob- 
ſervation more.—Our Saviour appealed 
to the ſcriptures in the chapter before 
us, when he had but juſt entered upon 
his miniſtry, and of conſequence had 
fulfilled but a very ſmall part of the 
prophecies concerning himſelf ;--and yet 
even then enough was done to eſtabliſh 
a rational teſtimony, and to render 
thoſe inexcuſable, who did not cloſe 
with it; let us remember how much 
more inexcuſable muſt they be, who 


no diſbelieve, when every thing is fi- 


niſhed, and all things that are written 


in the law of Moſes, in the pſalms, 


and in the prophets, concerning him, 
have been ſo punctually accompliſhed. 


If even then our Saviour could pro- 
nounce, that even a meſſenger from the 
dead could not afford more rational 


grounds 


72 SERMON III. 
grounds of conviction than the hearing 
of Moſes and the prophets ; how ſhall 
we eſcape, if hearing not only Moſes 
and the prophets, but Chriſt and the 
apoſtles, we now neglect ſo great ſal- 
vation ? 
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St. LUKE xxu. 61. Former part. 


AND THE LORD TURNED AND 
LOOKED UPON PETER, 


ND with that lock how many 

8 IP. = 

thouſand arrows - transfixed the 
ſoul of this revolting diſciple ! 


We are called upon this day to pre- 
pare our hearts for a due commemo- 
ration of thoſe dreadful tranſactions that 


conſpired to this extraordinary circum- 
ſtance. 


Vo. I. 33 There 
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Therefore picture to yourſelves, as 
far as that may be poſſible, the whole of 
this affecting ſcene; accompany this ſon 
of man, and his eleven diſciples, in that 
midnight walk from Olivet to Gethſe- 
mane. 


What affectionate diſcourſe occupied 
the way, and filled up the dreadful inter- 
yal from thence to the garden, the ſcene 
of his amaze and agony.— What melan- 
choly apprehenſions muſt be raiſed in 
their minds, reflecting as they walked, 
on thoſe direful events, that were in- 
ſtantly to come to paſs, and which had 
been the ſubject of this his laſt conver- 
ſation with them: on that ſolemn ordi- 
nance of the laſt ſupper, which he had 
Juſt celebrated, and what paſled at that 
memorable ceremony. With defire have 


1 defrred to eat this paſſover with you be- 
fore 


SERMON IV. 77 
fore I ſuffer : Before I ſuffer one of you 
ſhall betray me. — Judas, after the ſop, 
retiring to his treaſon. — The ſon of 
man is betrayed into the hands of ſinners, 
All ye ſhall be offended becauſe of me this 
night. — Simon, Simon, Satan hath deſi- 
red to have thee, that he may ſift thee as 
wheat. — With 2 mind ſo prepared, Over- 


whelmed with grief, and burning with 
zeal, the apoſtle feels a diſtreſs not to 
be deſcribed, and paſſionately vows ven- 
geance to any one that ſhall touch his 
maſter, he will ſhare with him in all his 
ſufferings. — Lord I am ready to go with 
thee, both to priſon and to death.—1 tell 
thee Peter, before the cock crow twice, thou 
| ſhalt deny me thrice. — It was impoſſi- 
ble for him to bear this ſtimulating re- 
proach of his cowardiſe and treachery. 
He replies with vehemence, Though ALL 
men 
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men ſhall be offended in thee, yet will I 
never be offended. 


Yet he ſleeps in the very criſis of the 


diſtreſs ; — whilſt theſe piercing words 


My ſoul is exceeding ſorrouful, even un- 
to death — tarry ye here — and watch, 
were ſtill ſounding. in his ears. — He 
ſleeps during that dreadful confli of 
his Lord in the garden, when he was in 
an agony, and his ſweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling to the ground ; 
till the bleſſed ſufferer returns. Simon 
ſleepeſt thou? — that he ſhould awake, 
and look at his Lord, ſtill in the atti- 
tude of agony, ſtill ſweating drops of 
blood at every pore; and not riſe, and 
be ſtruck to the heart, at this firſt in- 
ſtance of his revolt, is almoſt incredible. 
He ſleeps again; and is awakened, but 
by this ſevere farcaſm, Sleep on now and 

take 
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SERMON IV. 79 


take your reſt. —He ſtarts up, and ſees 
the rabble, with the traytor at their 
head ſeizing his maſter ; his boaſted ſpi- 


rit revives for a moment, his zeal 1s re- 
animated, but with a drawn ſword, and 
an attack upon the man, that perhaps 


firſt ſeized the Lord Jeſus, it dies in a 
convulſion. 


He follows him a great way off, to 
the high prieſt's palace, where his judges 
and accuſers were aſſembled, and where 
had arrived, ſometime before him, the 
officers, and thoſe that had been com- 
miſſioned to this deed of death, with 
Jeſus bound like a malefactor.— He 
enters the hall, and is a witneſs to all 
that paſſes ;—yet he feels not : — he ſees 
his maſter arraigned, accuſed, condemn- 
ed, ſpitted on, buffeted, ſcourged, — yet 
he feels not: He ſits with the ſervants 

| warm- 


80 SERMON IV. 
warming himſelf at the fire. He is ſuſ- 
pected and queſtioned he denies him, 
the cock crows in his hearing —he is 
hardened yet; —he is queſtioned again; 
he denies him again; nay he paſſionate- 
ly affirms with an oath, I know hem not; 
a whole hour paſles; he remains ſtu- 
pified ſtill, though a man confidently 
affirms that he was one of Jeſus's diſci- 
ples, for that he ſaw him in the garden 
with him. — The garden ! —how could 
that word reach his ear, without bring- 
ing to his mind thoſe very affecting 
things that were ſo lately tranſacted 
there? He yet denies him — the cock 
crew—the Lord turned and looked upon 
Peter. — It penetrated the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of the ſoul; it painted his co- 
wardiſe and treaſon to his conſcience 
in colours of blood: it upbraided him 
with his pride, and vain confidence. — 

Shame, 


SERMON IV. 81 


Shame, remorſe, abhorrence of himſelf 
ruſh in upon him like an armed man.--- 
That look from his deſerted Lord, from 
his Lord now in the hands of his ene- 
mies, and now ſoon to be nailed to the 
* crols by their cruelty and malice. That 
| look of reproof, and expoſtulation, of 
pity, of tenderneſs and meekneſs, in 
theſe mournful circumſtances, awaken- 
ed in his mind feelzngs which language 
in vain would have attempted. 


It was ſharper than any two-edged 
ſoord, it pierced even to the dividing a- 
under of "ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joints 
and marrow. — He was inſtantly ſtruck, 
he melted into tears of ſorrow, com- 


| punction , and repentance ; He remem- 
bered the word of the Lord and he went 
> out and wept bitterly. 
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Let him remain a ſtanding monument 
to the moſt determined virtue, to ſhew 
us that we know not how the time of 
trial may ſhock the firmeſt reſolution; 
and that, without extraordinary aſſiſt- 
ance of the grace of God, the beſt of 


us ſhould not preſume, but fear. 


Yet wherein we judge this fallen dil- 


ciple, let us not condemn ourſelves ; 


wherein we praiſe his ſpeedy return to 


his duty and allegiance, let us follow 


his example. — Baptized into his name, 
have we not at the font ſworn to truſt 
in him; to expect ſalvation only thro' 


his blood? There have we not engaged 


to fight under his banner, againſt fin, 
the world, and the devil ?—conforming 
to theſe ordinances, and appearing be- 
fore him in theſe holy places; do we 


not profeſs ourſelves to be of his church, 


which 
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which he hath purchaſed with his own 
blood; that pure primitive apoſtolical 
church, which his own right hand hath | 
planted ; — in one word, in every in- 
ſtance, and in the moſt enlarged and un- 
limited ſenſe, do we not by calling our- 
ſelves chriſtians, profeſs ourſelves to be 
members of his body, of has fleſh and of his 
bones © and declare that though we ſhould 
die with him we will not deny him in any 
wiſe Every propenſity to renounce 
him as our Saviour, and to reje& him 
as our Lawgiver, is ſinning after the ſi- 
militude of St. Peter's tranſgreſſion, and 
laying I know not the man; every effort 
of his grace upon us, that makes us, in 
ſome happy interval ſtop ſhort, and con- 
ſider whither we are going; (for there 
is no man upon earth that is not repro- 
bate to whom this does not happen) 1s 
ihe Lord, turning and looking upon us ? 


M 2 Where 


84 SERMON IV. 
Where then ſhall the deiſt and the 
infidel appear, who caſting God's word 
behind him, and truſting to the weak 
ſupports of human reaſon, and human 
righteouſneſs wantonly neglects fo great 


ſalvation. — 


Yet he has not demonſtration on the 
ſide of his infidelity ; the hardieſt un- 
believer yet never pretended to this, 
which he ought to have, to be at reſt 


and tranquillity in a matter of ſuch a- 


larming conſequence.—It is his eternal 
well-being that 1s at ſtake. 


Who that feels as a man, muſt not 
think as a man 2— Who, without infinite 
fear, and terror can unlooſe his frail 
bark from the port where ſhe rides in 
ſafety to launch her into the wide ocean 


without a pilot, compaſs, or proviſions ; 
under 
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SERMON IV. 35 


under no certainty of finding, in ſome 
diſtant clime, an hoſpitable haven to 
thruſt her into, after ten thouſand dan- 
gers and accidents? — Who can with- 
draw himſelf from the proſpe&s and 
conſolations, which revelation gives to 
every diſpaſſionate enquirer, and ven- 
ture into darkneſs and uncertainty, with- 
out miſgivings, doubts, and endleſs 
perplexities ? 


Let the infidel in public deny the 
Lord that bought him, diſclaim all 
knowledge of a crucihed Saviour— yet 
there are certain intervals, in which all 
his fancied confidence vaniſhes ; and he 
ts lthe the troubled fea when it cannot reſt. 


In ſolitude, when the mind is open 
only to God, and herſelf; and the 
amuſements, and diſſipations of the 

| would 
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world being at a diſtance, the man is 
more collected, and at liberty to weigh 
things in an even balance: the maſk of 
pride is put off, the character need not 
be acted now: the awe and ſolemnity 
of retirement, put the mind into a ſe- 
rious tone, he muſt give the matter a 
fair and impartial hearing. 


And if he does, what muſt be the 
reſult of ſuch a ſcrutiny? At beſt un- 
certainty on the fide of infidelity; and 
a poſſibility, perhaps a e on 
the ſide of revelation. 


In calamity; when the hand of God 
lies heavy upon him, and he is ſmart- 
ing under his vindictive rod, how can 
he feel, without looking up to him, 
that gives the blow, and trembling at 
the conſciouſneſs of what may have 
provoked his indignation ? 
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SERMON IV. 87 


Every ſtroke of adverſity ſuggeſts to 
him—Ahab's addreſs to the prophet— 
Haſt thou found me O mine enemy! 


In ſickneſs and in death; when dan- 
ger, and inevitable neceſlity force the 
mind into ſerious reflection: the final 
iſſue of things is this inſtant before him; 
the charm of every worldly conſide- 
ration is diſſolved ;—every thing is ſeen 
naked and without diſguiſe ;—truth and 
conviction riſe before him out of the 
midſt of the coufuſion, and anticipate 
the torments that await him. — Then 
does the Lord turn, and look upon him 
indeed; he weeps bitterly, but his tears 
are not the tears of penitence, and god- 
ly forrow ; but of anguiſh and terror, 
and his language is the language of 
deſpair, and reprobation ;—he tears the 
conviction from his heart, and like the 

apoſtate 


88 SERMON IV. 


apoſtate Julian, throws it with his own 
blood towards heaven with thou haſt 
conquered O Galilæan, terribly exem- 


plifying what our Saviour once de- 

clared concerning this ſtone of ſtumbling, 

this rock of offence ; whoſoever ſhall fall 
| on this ſtone ſhall be broken, but on whom- 
| ſoever it ſhall fall, it will grind him to 
powder. 


We deny him likewiſe, whenever we f 
deſert our duty, under the influence of : 
any paſſion, or temptation whatſoever. 
He died for this very end, that they whach 
live, ſhould not henceforth live to them- 
ſelves ; but to him who died for them and 
roſe again. — He that lovelh father or 
mother more than me, ſays he, ts not 
worthy of me. Who is there, that feels 
not the weight of this powerful conſi- 
deration? Who is there, that has not 

ac- 


SERMON IV. 89 


acknowledged it, whenever he has gi- 
ven himſelf but one moments leiſure ſe- 
riouſly to think of his duty in this view; 
and what he owes to ſo merciful, fo 
gracious a redeemer, who has waſhed us 
in has own blood, and made us kings and 


prieſts unto God, even the father.— 


Where is the fin that ſhall diſcover 
to us any ſufficient (ſhall I ſay) any to- 
lerable motive to commit 1t, when theſe 
melting conſiderations are before us; 
and where ſhall we ſearch for an apo- 
logy to extenuate our compliance, if 
ever, in ſome evil hour, we are temp- 
ted and overcome ? 


Add to this (what I hope may be ad- 
dreſſed to not a few of us) what muſt 
have paſſed in our minds at thoſe holy 


altars, when with hearts full of grati- 
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90 SERMON IV. 
tude and devotion, we have fallen down 
humbly to commemorate what he has 
done for us; — the vows and proteſl- 
tations we have made in ſecret, and 
brought to be ratihed, and accepted 
there :—the bitter diſavowal of fin, and 
the firm reſolutions of living wholly de- 


voted to him.— 


If ever we are to he tempted, after 
all this, to violate theſe, do we not de- 
ny him in the ſaddeſt ſenſe Is not the 
dye of this denial as deep, is it not 
deeper chan that of St. Peter's? Have 
we to plead, what that apoſtle perhaps 
might plead, the power of a moſt ex- 
traordinary and preſſing temptation ? 


But he turns, and looks upon us, as 
he did upon St. Peter, whenever in the 


ſolitary moments of contemplation, we 
are 


SERMON IV. 91 


are obtruded upon ourſelves, when we 
are ſearching out our ſpirits, and our 
lives are paſling in review before us. 


In the adminiſtration of his word and 
ſacraments, — in his providence,— in the 
whiſpers of his grace, in the checks of 
conſcience, that have ſtopped us a little 
in our wild career, and made us put up 
our vows to heaven. 


In theſe, and numberleſs inſtances 
does our Lord turn and look upon us, 
when we are ſo ſhamefully deſerting 
him, —Happy would it be for us, if it 
worked that inſtant effect it did upon 
this fallen diſciple; that we would re- 
member our Redeemer, and go out, and 
weep bitterly ; that we would conſider 
the infinite obligations we are under to 
love and adore ſo merciful a Saviour; 


N 2 and 
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and the baſe ingratitude we have been 
guilty of, when, in the times of trial, 
uninfluenced by ſuch endearing mo- 
tives, unawed by ſuch alarming conſi- 
derations, we have perjured ourſelves, 
and ſaid I know not the man.— Shall any 
man take but the ſlighteſt retroſpect of 
any period of his paſt life, ſhall he look 
at it with the ſmalleſt attention, and not 
find it marked with ten thouſand cir- 
cumſtances, that were all of them ſo 
many calls to a remembrance of his duty. 
Many — many awakening calls of his 
providence, whiſpering gratitude and 
devotion to his ſoul, in the gentle pleal- 
ing ſtrain of health, and worldly proſ- 
perity, or announcing his ſovereignty in 
the voice of ſickneſs and affliction? — 
Has any one with the patriarch gone out 
into the field to meditate ? Has he com- 
muned with his own heart in his cham- 

ber? 


SERMON IV. 99 


ber? — Has he been in the houſe of 
God, under any degree of ſeriouſneſs ? 
Does he recolle& what, in any of theſe 
opportunities, muſt have paſſed within 
him; — his heart ſometimes turned to 
God - ſometimes to himſelf ; NOW re- 
fleting on his eternal ſtate, - now on 
his preparation for it, —now on what 
God has done and ſuffered for his ſake, 
now on the returns he has made him 
for it, —now on the infinite obligations 
to love ſo merciful a Saviour — now 
how far theſe obligations have influen- 


ced his conduct, 


Theſe I ſay are the ways by which his 
holy ſpirit is pleaſed to operate upon 
our minds, in order to ſtem the torrent 
of our paſſions - Which, during our in- 
tercourſe with the world, are perpetu- 
ally obtunding thc voice of reaſon, and 

| the 
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rect us in a natural, as well as ſuper- 
natural way, to attend to all the argu- 
ments, and motives of religion. They 
are a ſort of charm, againſt the blind- 
neſs and headſtrong licentiouſneſs of 
our corrupt affections.— When, in op- 
poſition to all theſe engagements to a 
true chriftian devotion, our zeal grows 
languid; — our love waxeth cold: the 
love of this world poſſeſſes our hearts, 
and they become an eaſy prey to temp- 
tations, has he not turned and looked 
upon us? and ſent forth our conſcien- 
ces to ſcourge and chaſtiſe us, with the 
bittereſt reflections, and the avenging 
ſtings of ſelf. condemnation? And laſt- 
ly have we remembered what may have 
paſſed within us in this place when we 
have been invited to partake of the ſa- 
crament of his ſupper; when we have 


heard 


the whiſpers of grace, which would di- 
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SERMON IV. 95 
heard this motive ſo affectionately ſet 
forth to us, — We are one with Chriſt, 


; and Chrift with us, — when this ſolemn 
5 invitation has been ſo preſſingly addreſ- 


: ſed to us; In God's behalf I bid you all 
| l that are preſent ; — I beſeech you for the 


; Lord Jeſus Chriſt's fake that ye will not 


© refuſe to come thereto. 


: paſſed in our hearts, that may have in- 


ſpired devotion, and produced any con- 


| : viction of the neceſſity of complying 
| : with ſo reaſonable, ſo neceſſary a duty 
(for I am willing to hope that no man 


can be thus invited, and not have 


| F theſe feelings) then when we deſpiſe 
© thoſe ſacred ' myſteries, and turn our 
| backs upon that holy table, ve may be 
Z aſſured we are committing St. Peter's 
. tranſgreſſion; we paſſionately ſcoear that 
. | doe 


96 SERMON IV. 

due know not the man. — But at the ſame 
time let us remember that the Lord 
turneth and looketh upon us—let us fan- 
cy we ſee thoſe eyes thus faſtened upon 
us, and ſpeaking to us in a language 
more expreſſive than words or ſounds, 


Will ye alſo go away. 


If we can bear this, and yet go out, 
let us go out—but with St. Peter let it 
be to weep bitterly—and may thoſe tears 
produce by the grcae of God, a repen!- 
ance, not to be repented of. — May we 
take the firſt opportunity of preſenting 
ourſelves before him,—and, with hum- 
ble and contrite hearts, ſay with the 
apoſtles upon a like occaſion, — Lord to 
whom ſhall we go, —thou haſt the words 
of eternal life, 10 JA 36 
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St. LUKE xxw. 42, 43. 


AND HE SAID UNTO JESUS, LORD 
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AND JESUS SAID” UN KO HIM, VE” 
RILY I SAY UNTO THEE, THIS 
DAY SHALT THODU BE WITH ME 
IN PARADISE. 


"PT HIS was one of thoſe remarkable 

circumſtances, which the provi- 
dence of God had fore-ordained ſhould 
accompany the crucifixion of his ſon 
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100 SERMON V. 


Jeſus Chriſt; That he ſhould be number- 
ed with the tranſgreſſors, his enemies 
not knowing what they did, in the ri. 
gours of their malice fulfilled 1t.—And 
to make the manner of his death ſtill 
more diſgraceful, crucified him in the 
middle between two thieves ; intimating, 
and wiſhing to have it believed, that he 
was the moſt abandoned of the three 
ſufferers, — one of them, with an obdu- 
racy, that makes humanity ſhudder, 
even in that dreadful hour, joins with his 
adverſaries in the bittereſt reproaches ;— 
and with the moſt ſarcaſtical irony calls 
out for the exertion of his pretended 
omnipotence in his own, and their im- 
mediate deliverance ; 1/ thou be the ſon 
of God, ſave thyſelf and us.—The other 
under far different impreſſions, ſees him 
to be what he pretended, and by the in- 
ſtantaneous and efficacious operation of 
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SERMON V. 101 


the ſpirit of grace, flies to him for par- 
don and acceptance; and diſdaining 
the wiſh of a dehverance from death, 
and preſent ſuffering, rejoices that he is 
counted worthy to die with him ; and 
prays, that if the wickedneſs of his fins 
may be forgiven him, the memorial of 
his faith and repentance (all that was 
then left him to offer) might be record- 
ed in the book of life. Lord remember 
me, when thou womeſt into thy kingdom, 
His heart thus preſented was naked and 
open to his all- ſeeing eye ;—the little it 
could do for itſelf was perfected by 
grace; its defilements were waſhed away 
by the blood which was then ſhedding 
upon the croſs; it was fitted to accom- 
pany the bleſſed ſufferer into that invi- 
ſible ſtate, the common receptacle of 
ſouls releaſed from the body, where they 
are walting for the perfect conſumma- 

tion 
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tion of bliſs, —Jeſus ſaid unto him, Ve- 


ri I fay unto thee, this day ſhalt thou be 


with me in Paradiſe. 


Let us conſider this man as an ex- 
traordinary inſtance of the mercy of 
God, of the power of divine grace, 
and of the unlimited efficacy of the ſa- 
tisfatiion purchaſed for us by the death 
of Chriſt.— But let not the event, and 
ſucceſs of his late repentance be ever 


any ground of confidence to us, who 


have been baptized into his name, to 
put off our repentance to the laſt, and 
bittereſt hours of our lives : nor en- 
couraged by his example, and neglett- 
ing properly to eſtimate the infinite 


diſproportion of our ſituation to hrs, 


vainly and preſumptuouſly to flatter our- 
ſelves that the repentance of every ſin- 
ner, wantonly and impiouſly put off to 


his 
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SERMON V. 10g 
his laſt expiring breath, ſhall in like 
manner be accepted; and that it will 
be time enough for us then firſt to 
think upon God, when we are walk- 
ing through the valley and the ſhadow 
of death. 


Reaſon, and the feelings of our own 
minds, if ſeriouſly attended to, will not 
fail to expoſe to us how weak and ill- 
grounded ſuch expectations are; — and 
the holy ſcriptures, which command us 
even to-day to hear his voice, and not to 
harden our hearts, not only convince us, 
but are every moment of our lives call- 
ing and ſoliciting. us to fly from the 
folly and madneſs of truſting ſo valua- 
ble a concern as our whole intereſt in 
eternity, to ſo deſperate a hazard: and 
I am ſure that the thief upon the croſs, 
whoſe ſtory is now before us, when 

his 
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his caſe, and the caſe of any chriſtian 
is thoroughly examined and faithfully 
compared, will afford us no rational af. 
ſurance. 


He had never been baptized into the 
name of Chriſt, perhaps had hardly 
ever heard of him, probably not fo 
an unlettered un- 


much as a Jew; 
tutor'd Pagan, bred up from his in- 
fancy in wickedneſs and abomination; 
nurtured in vice, without the advantage 
either of education, good inſtruftion, 
or good example; living without God 
in the world. His crimes brought him 
to his end; he is faſtened to the croſs, 
and in the very agonies of death, ſees 
and apprehends his dying Saviour :— 
is penetrated with the deepeſt ſenſe of 
his ſins, and wiſhes to exerciſe ſuch a 


repentance, as he hoped might be a- 
vail- 
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SERMON V. 10g 
vailable for his pardon thro' Vs blood: 
he is ſtruck with an inconceivable con- 
viction that he was the ſon of God, 
the Saviour of the world: - and under 
every poſſible diſadvantage, and diſ- 
couragement, he ſees him, he acknow- 
ledges him, he ſues to him, he prays 
to be remembered when he came into 
his kingdom, —and all this at a time 
when there was every conſideration in 
the world to deter him from ſuch a be- 
lief: when even las diſciples themſelves 
had forſaken him and fled, even then he 
ſaid unto Jeſus, bowing his head and 
giving up the ghoſt, Lord, remember 
me, when thou comeſt into thy kingdom. 


And are we then the children of dark- 
nels, are we not the children of light ? Is 
it not our boaſt, is it not our triumph ? 
Has not the glorious goſpel of Chriſt ſhined 

vol, I, © 5 in 


105 SEN NON V. 


in our hearts ? Have we not been baptized 
into his name, and from children known 
the holy ſcriptures, which are able to make 
us wife unto ſalvation, through faith that 
0 in m? Wherein has God been 
wanting to us, in diſcovering, in teach- 
mg, m enforcing every argument, that 
1s to deter us from ſin, and engage.us 
in the practice of religion, now, whale 
it is called to-day.— Do we not in theſe 
holy places preach Chriſt crucified, and 
is not the whole ſcheme of our redemp- 
tion taught and explained in ſuch a 
manner, as that he that runneth may 
read? And are not repentance, faith, 
and a regular, conſiſtent, exemplary 
piety, the great conditions, upon which 
we are to receive the benefits of that 
ſacrifice, conflantly ſet forth, and prel- 
ſed upon our conſciences Hf the out- 


ward miniſtration of the word has failed 
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to produce thoſe good effects of holy 
living, which is the deſign of this gol- 
pel, and of this miniſtry ; has not God 
been pleaſed moreover to rouſe our 
attention to them, by ſome powerful 
and awakening calls of his providence ; 
the loſs of fortune, health, friends, chil- 
dren, or ſome other awful viſitation, 
which has forced us to put up our vows 
to heaven? or has he not frequently 
endeavoured to draw us to himſelf, 
by the gentle yet powerful whiſpers 
of his holy ſpirit, which though we 
would not attend to, we cannot but re- 
member ? 


In ſolitude, whenever we may have 
been obtruded upon ourſelves ;—in pri- 
vate intercourſes with him in the cloſet, 
—1n the more ſolemn addreſſes to him 
here in the ſanctuary, at the altar, whi- 

P 2 . 
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ther we may have been invited to par- 


take of his love, where we have been, 


with humble confidence imploying the 
gift of that holy ſpirit. 


Theſe are powerful incentives indeed 
to a regular and early attention to the 
great duties of the chriſtian life, to an 
immediate and perſevering dedication 
of ourſelves to the ſervice of God. 


If the cares of this world, the deceit. 
Fulneſs of riches, and the luſt of other i” 
things entering in, prevent their influ- J 
ence upon our hearts, now in the days of WE 
our youth, while the evil days come not and 
the years do not yet draw nigh in which ; 
we ſhall ſay, we have no pleaſure in them. | 
and we put off our repentance from 
day to day, till at laſt death overtakes 
us ;—and that great work, which ſhould 
have 
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have been the buſineſs of every day of 
our lives, is then to be performed ;— 
do we imagine we ſhall then be able 
to flatter ourſelves with the hope of the 
acceptableneſs of ſuch a repentance, 
from the example of this penitent thief? 


Every one knows what will be the 
anſwer of ſober reaſon to this moſt ſe- 
rious demand—but we have heard her 
anſwer often delivered to us from the 
mouths of dying men, and that too at 
an hour, when her deciſion could not 
but have been fincere and uncorrupt ; 
and when they, who all their lives long, 
have perſiſted in an open and avowed 
violation of it, now turn vouchers for 


it's authority; and by an unwilling con- 


ſeſſion, and to their own endleſs ſhame, 


and confuſion of face, eſtabliſh its truth, 


and univerſal importance.— 
Beſides 


rr rere. 
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Beſides even now in the hours of 
health and gaiety, how infinitely differ- 
ent muſt appear the caſe of this man, 
and that of thoſe, who have lived un- 
der the conſtant light of the goſpel ? 
We have examined both with ſome ſort 
of exactneſs, we have found them ſo; he 
an unenlightened pagan ;—we chriſti- 
ans — taught of God; —he a thief— a 
robber a murderer, —we, born under 
the influence of the goſpel, educated 
in its principles, nurtured in its doc- 
trines, and every moment in the way 
of its inſtructions. — He acknowledged 
Chriſt the moment he ſaw him, by faith 
embraced him, repented of his fins, 
and begged, and hoped for forgiveneſs 
only in his name. — We have been ac- 
quainted with him from our infancy, he 
hath been conſtantly propoſed to us,— 
we— far, very far from accepting him 
as 
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as ſoon as propoſed, have perpetually 
ſcorned, and rejected him, with What 
have we to do with thee, thou Jeſus of 
Nazareth ? 


On the other hand, could we in our 


| ; ſobereſt moments, fully allure ourſelves 
ol the ſufficiency of ſuch a repentance ; 


yet how do we know that we ſhall then 
certainly be able to perform it? we 


that have quenched, have grieved, have 
driven that holy ſpirit from us, in the 
f courſe of a long life, ſpent in turning 
avray our ear from his holy ſuggeſtions. 


How can we expect, that he will always 


ſtrive with us, and at the cloſe of it, 
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vill obtrude himſelf upon us Phe that 
* hath ſo peremptorily declared, that from 


hum that hath not, that is, that maketh 


not a proper uſe of thoſe graces, and 


alliſtances theſe are afforded him, even 
that 
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Beſides even now in the hours of 
health and gaiety, how infinitely differ- 
ent muſt appear the caſe of this man, 
and that of thoſe, who have lived un- 
der the conſtant light of the goſpel ? 
We have examined both with ſome ſort 
of exactneſs, we have found them ſo; he 
an unenlightened pagan ; — ve chriſti- 
ans — taught of God; —he a thief—a 
robber—a murderer, —we, born under 
the influence of the goſpel, educated 
in its principles, nurtured in its doc- 
trines, and every moment in the way 
of its inſtructions. — He acknowledged 
Chriſt the moment he ſaw him, by faith 
embraced him, repented of his fins, 
and begged, and hoped for forgiveneſs 
only in his name. — We have been ac- 
quainted with him from our infancy, he 
hath been conſtantly propoſed to us,— 
we— far, very far from accepting him 
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as ſoon as propoſed, have perpetually 
ſcorned, and rejected him, with What 
have we to do with thee, thou Jeſus of 
Nazareth ? 


On the other hand, could we in our 
ſobereſt moments, fully aſſure ourſelves 
of the ſufficiency of ſuch a repentance ; 
yet how do we know that we ſhall then 
certainly be able to perform it? we 
that have quenched, have grieved, have 
driven that holy ſpirit from us, in the 
courle of a long life, ſpent in turning 


away Our ear from his holy ſuggeſtions. 
| How can we expect, that he will always 


ſtrive with us, and at the cloſe of it, 
will obtrude himſelf upon us p he that 
hath ſo peremptorily declared, that from 
tam that hath not, that is, that maketh 
not a proper uſe of thoſe graces, and 
aſſiſtances theſe are afforded him, even 

that 
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that which he hath, ſhall be taken away 
from him. 


Look on the other ſide of the croſs, 
and reflect on the condition of the 
wretch expiring there; his may be your 
ſituation, your projected repentance 
may terminate in obduracy and repro- 
bation, and your expiring language 
may be blaſphemy like his, F thou be 
the Chriſt, ſaue thyſelf and me. 


Theſe are fatal deluſions indeed ;— 


and their effects baneful, and Irretrie- 


vable.— The deceitfulneſs of fin in o- 
ther inſtances may perhaps for a while 
blind our underſtandings, and make us 
wantonly prefer the preſent gratifications 
of ſenſe, to the duties, the comforts, 
and the rewards of religion.— The Juſt 
of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and 

the 
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SERMON V. 113 
the pride of lite, unfolding charms ſuit- 
ed to our ſenſitive nature, may for a 
while triumph in the weakneſs of our 
underſtandings, and riot in the violence 
of odr paſlions.— But then reaſon and 
conſideration may, in theſe inſtances be 
filenced only for a time—the charm may 
one time or other be diſſolved : nay our 
own experience of the vanity and un- 
ſatisfactorineſs of the pleaſures they of- 
fer, may itſelf detect the cheat, and put 
us upon very oppoſite purſuits; by the 
grace of God, we may turn from theſe 
evil ways, lead a religious and godly life 
and in the end find ſalvation, through 
the merits and ſatisfaction of Chriſt; in 
a word, riches, and honours, and plea- 
ſures are not ſo omnipotent, nor are 
their charms ſo powerful and laſting, 
but they may, though they do capti- 
vate us for a time, be reſiſted, and at 


length overcome by us. 


Vol. I. 2 But 
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But theſe miſtakes concerning repent. 
ance are fatal indeed :—and their influ- 
ence preat and extenſive; they give a 
baneful activity to the poiſon of every 
temptation to ſin, — they permit each 
in its turn to work its whole effect: — 
they keep at a diſtance every antidote 


that would radically diſpel it, or apply 


ſuch flattering, ſooting palliatives, as in- 


Mead of curing, give it opportunity more 


ſurely to deſtroy us. It is a kind of 
ſelf- murder the perpetration of the ſin 
at once throws us beyond the reach of 
mercy, and cuts off from us the oppor- 
tunity, and poſlibility of making our- 
ſelves objects of it.— 


What is to become of us, when we 
leave this world; what God has required 
of us, in order to be fitted for that ſtate 


and how we have conformed ourlelves 


to 
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SERMON V. 115 
to it: — theſe are ſerious and ſolemn 
queſtions,—not to be decided amidſt the 
noiſe and tumult of pleaſure, and in 
public ve mult retire into ourſelves, 
and if we have any regard to ourſelves, 


f give them a faithful hearing: We are 


this day called upon to commemorate 


thoſe ſufferings of Chriſt, which he un- 
derwent to ſecure theſe things to us,— 
ſome hours of that retreat from the 
world which we muſt exerciſe upon this 
occaſion, may very uſefully be employ- 
ed upon this great argument.—Nay me- 


dtitations on the one will naturally ſug- 
geſt to us very ſerious refleQions upon 
the other, —It is our greateſt wiſdom, 
and therefore it ſhould be our firmeſt 


reſolution to let the effect be, what it 
naturally would be; an immediate, ſin- 
cere, repentance, and by the grace of 
God, a ſober uniform conſiſtent piety, 
G 2 2 | flow. 
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flowing from its proper fountain, the 
love of God, and a ſenſe of his good- 
neſs in ſending his ſon, this man of ſor- 
rows and acquainted with grief to die for 
us; and to make an early, fincere re- 
pentance, acceptable and available for 


our ſalvation. 
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Firſt Epiſtle CORIN TH. xv. 35: 


BUT SOME MAN WILL SAY, How 
ARE THE DEAD RAISED, AND 
WITH WHAT BODY DO THEY 
come? 


JP-. © 
We 


T HAT libertine principle, Let us 
eat and drink, for to-morrow we 

die, Toon began to rear its head, and 
ſpread its poiſon to diſgrace thoſe early 
and purer ages of chriſtianity. Attach- 
ment to the world, and ſenſual pleaſures, 
the 
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the great adverſaries to the doctrine of 


a future ſtate, were enemies too potent 
to be abſolutely ſubdued even by the 
preaching of St. Paul; — they were bat- 
fled for a while indeed; and, for a 
ſhort ſeaſon, while his voice ſtill ſound- 
ed in the ears of his Corinthian con- 
verts, were forced to quit their claim 
and lay down their arms; but they 
ſoon rallied their forces, and began 
to make dreadful havock amid the la- 
| bours of the apoſtle: — They attacked 
the fundamental doctrine of chriſtianity, 
the reſurrection of the dead, and, by 
their ſucceſs herein, ſoon made a way 
for ſubverting all the reſt. Luxury and 
ſenſual pleaſure had long diſtinguiſhed 
the character of the Corinthians; — they 
were eaſily infected, and therefore were 
willing to give way to any opinions, 
that favoured their indulgence in pre- 
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SERMON VI. 121 
ſent gratifications, and kept from their 


hearts the ſeverer doctrine of a future 
ſtate, and the belief of an after reckoning. 


No wonder therefore, that with tem, 
the difficulties of conceiving the man- 
ner of the reſurrection ſhould ſtrike at 
the root of the poſſibility of it; —and 
that, becauſe it appeared to the eye 
of reaſon, difficult to diſcover, how a 
putrified body, mouldered into duſt, 
ſhould ever be capable of being reant- 
mated; joined to the ſoul, and ſo be- 
coming the ſame being it was before its 
diſſolution by death ; therefore it ſhould 
be pronounced impoſlible. — So true 
it is that in weak and corrupt minds, 
opinion and belief owe their exiſtence 
generally to prejudice and paſſion ; — 


what we wiſh falſe firſt, - we are eaſily 


induced to believe ſo afterwards, 


Vol. I. R The 
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The apoſtle therefore employs more 
than uſual eloquence and learning, to 
ſhew them that they were decerved, — 
that evil communications had corrupted 
thoſe good manners he had ſo lately 
taught and eſtabliſhed among them. — 


The popular objections, How are the 
dead raiſed up, and with what body do 
they come“ he endeavours totally to re- 


move; and ſpends the remaining part 


of this chapter, in exerting all the nerves 


of reaſon, philoſophy, and oratory to 


prove that there ſhall be a reſurrection 


of the body, by ſhewing them how the 


dead are raiſed, —and deſcribing, as far 
as was neceſſary, with what body they 
ſhall come. 


It may not therefore be an improper 


ſubject of our preſent meditations, to 
; con- 
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SERMON VI 123 
conſider the ſubſtance and force of this 
admirable argument of St. Paul in this 
chapter againſt this objettion—viz.—the 
incredibility of the reſurrettion of the 
dead, from the apparent impoſſibility of 


the reſurrection of the body, From 


whence will appear how inconteſtably 
revelation has removed every doubt of 
human reaſon; — deſcribed the manner 
of the reſurrection, and as far as is ne- 
ceſſary to confirm our faith, and enli- 


ven our hope has told us with what 
body we ſhall come. 


If we examine the writings of the 
ſobereſt and wiſeſt among the heathens, 
believe we ſhall find no one truth ſo 
univerſally believed as that of a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments. - 
Their doctrines upon this head however 
differing in ſome few particulars, ac- 
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cording to the ſect to which they be. 
longed, or according to the particular 
colour, the genius of the philoſoper that 
taught, might give them. Vet moſt of 
them terminated in this, that the ſouls 
of men were immortal, and that they 
ſhould continue for ever in ſome un- 
known ſtate, either happy or miſerable 
according to their behaviour in this 
world. — But that the body ſhould be 
raiſed again and reunited to its formal 
ſoul, to ſhare with it in its ſufferings or 
Joys 1n that eternal ſtate, as 1t was not 
diſcoverable by any deductions of phi- 
loſophy and human reaſon, ſo was it 
pronounced impoſſible and incredible. 
Such we find were the opinions and 
prejudices of thoſe Athenians, to whom 
St. Paul in the Areopagus preached 9e. 


fus and the reſu rrection; — for the ſacred 
hiſto. 
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hiſtorian informs us that they mocked 
ham. 


But why ſhould it be thought a thing 
incredible that God ſhould raiſe the 
dead ?—Are we lo intimately acquaint- 
ed with the nature of almighty power, 
as to pronounce peremptorily, what it 
can, or cannot do ?--Are all the powers 
and properties of bodies, fo abſolutely 
open before us, as to give us ability to 
judge how far they are or are not ob- 
jects of unlimited power. Are we qua- 
lified to ſay to the Almighty Being in 
the exerciſe of omnipotence upon bo- 
dies of his own creation, hitherto ſhall 
thoſe go and no further ? 


Have we conſidered already what he 
has done, and ſearched the inſcrutable 


alton- 
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aſtoniſhing operations of it, in the for- 
mation of the univerſe, and every thing 
that is in it? Can we trace the inſepa- 
rable connection between cauſe and ef. 


effect ſo exactly in all the wonderful 


works of God, as to ſhew the limits 
that bounded his hand between poſſibi- 
lity and impoſſibility? — Have we di- 
rected our eye and contemplation up to 
that aſtoniſhing exertion of almighty 
power; — thoſe innumerable worlds a- 
bove us? — Have we aſked ourſelves 
who it was that made them? and has 
not ſober reaſon, whenever ſhe has been 
ſeriouſly applied to, conſtantly anſwer- 
ed, that it was God, and that he made 
all things out of nothing ? 


If with more modeſt enquiry we turn 
our thoughts down on this world, and 
the objects that are near us, — the ſame 
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reflections will continually ſuggeſt the 
ſame replies; and notwithſtanding the 
cavils of ſceptiſm and infidelity, reaſon 
rightly informed, and properly exer- 
ciſed, will always be heard uttering her 
voice, with the declarations of ſcrip- 
ture, it is God that created all things 
out of nothing. | 


And ſhall we conſider theſe our bo- 
dies, equally the work of his hand, 
brought by his power out of nothing, 
into theſe active, thinking, reflective 
beings ? — Shall we conſider this moſt 
amazing inſtance of his power, and af- 
ter this believe any thing too hard for 
God ? — or rather (to apply the matter 
to the point before us) ſhall it appear 
impoſſible for God to gather together 
into the ſame body all our atoms, how- 
ever ſcattered and diſperſed ;—however 

| they 
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they may ſeem deſtroyed, or whatever 
change we may fancy they undergo by 
death ? 


How unjuſtifiable is this way of rea- 
ſoning, which would perſuade us to re- 


Je& truths merely becauſe of ſome ſup- 


poſed impoſlibility attending them!—In 
the inſtance before us, it is childiſh, be- 
cauſe we are utterly unqualified to judge 
what change death really does make in 


theſe our bodies,— 


It is impoſſible to ſay that death fo 
totally diſſipates, confounds, and de- 
ſtroys them, as to make it even natu- 
rally impoſlible for them to become the 
fame bodies again.— 


How do we know but that very putre- 
faction, we ſo much complain of, may 
| be 
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be abſolutely neceſlary, even in the 
courſe of nature, that is by the appoint- , 
ment of God, to produce that vivific 
principle, which 1s one day to operate, 
in order to reſuſcitate and reanimate our 
bodies? We dare not ſay this is im- 
poſſible. —Nay, if we argue upon this 
point from the analogy of nature, and 
from what we daily obſerve happening 
to other bodies, vegetable as well as 
animal; —if we ventured to draw any 
concluſion at all, it muſt be, that it 1s 


not improbable,— 


St. Paul himſelf ſeems to warrant this 
kind of argument, in refuting this very 
objection which was ſo common in the 
mouths of the Corinthians ;—Thou fool, 
that whach thou ſoweſt is not quaickened, 
except it die, and that which thou Joweſt 
thou ſoweſt not that body which ſhall be, 

Vol. L 8 but 
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but bare grain, it may chance of wheat 
or ſome other grain ;— but God giveth it 
a body as it hath pleaſed him, and to every 
feed his own body.—As if he had ſaid, 
your folly in thus rejecting this great 
article of religion, on account of ſome 
difficulties attending the manner of it, is, 
very great on every account; ſince even 
the moſt common appearances of nature, 
will ſhew you ſomething very analo- 
gous to this: Does not the ſeed depoſited 
in the ground, die, putrify and rot?— 
and 1s it not in conſequence of that 
very proceſs that the hunctum ſaltens, 
the ſpringing point, the embrio of the 
future plant, that is to riſe glorious and 
beautiful, is brought into being? Does 
not moreover the providence of God 
continually ſuperintend nature in her 
obſervance of thoſe laws he has origi- 
nally implanted in her, and in the ex- 

ertion 
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ertion of thoſe powers with which every 
atom of creation is endued ; does not 
God give it a body as it hath pleaſed him, 
and to every ſeed hs own body ? 


Nay does not even the meaneſt rep- 
tile upon earth teach us this ſame leſſon; 
to day it creeps upon the ground, baſe, 
mean, and contemptible, to-morrow it 
dies;— but as if conſcious of riſing a- 
gain to a more glonous ſtate, it weaves 
the coſtly materials for its own ſepul- 
ture, and embalms its own body with 
an earneſtneſs and care ſuch expettati- 
ons alone can inſpire. 


There it hes, one might almoſt ſay, 
in a ſtate of abſolute death, till the ap- 
pointed moment arrives ;--then it breaks 
torth into new life and triumphs in a 
ſtate of being glorious and exaltcd, as 

—— . 
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its former exiſtence was mean and def. 


picable. 


If for the preſent we wave the con- 
cluſion in favour of the reſurrection of 
the body, which we might perhaps not 
improperly draw from theſe conſidera- 
tions, and confeſs (which we are very 
willing to do) that the proof of this 
great article of our religion muſt be 
brought from holy ſcripture ;—let us 
at leaſt learn to he more modeſt in 
forming our judgment and belief of 
what is there Celivered—let us not ſet 
up our own reaſon and conception as 
the ſtandard, to which to refer the cre- 
dibility of what God has been pleaſed 


to reveal to us.— 


The foregoing reflections may per- 
haps ſerve to teach us that in many in- 
ſtances, 
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ſtances, we are utterly unqualified to 


en any judgment; in many number- 


leſs circumſtances that neceſſarily be- 
long to the argument, being abſolutely 
concealed from our keeneſt penetration, 
our judgment muſt be erroneous; in 
very few is it right and to be depended 
upon;— ſo that in matters where our 
eternal happineſs 1s concerned to leave 
that word of God, which the pſalmiſt 
with good reafon pronounces to be a 
hght to our feet, and a lamp unto our 
path, and commit ourſelves to the gui- 
dance of reaſon only—is folly and mad- 
neſs.— Beſides this ought carefully to 
be conſidered by us, that many of the 

great articles of religion, being undiſ- 
coverable by the light of nature, were 
for that very reaſon made the ſubjett of 
revelation : — they were revealed to us 


becauſe we could not know them other- 
wile ; 
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wiſe ;—and fince they were beyond the 
reach of reaſon to diſcover, perhaps it 
may be ſaid, that therefore, they mull 
be equally beyond the reach of reaſon 
fully to comprehend. 


From what has been ſuggeſted, in the 
foregoing part of this diſcourſe, — the 
way perhaps 1s fairly paved, for our 
paying a profound regard to what God 
has been pleaſed to declare to us in his 
holy word concerning the momentous 
point.— We have ſeen that we are by 
no means qualified to ſay it is impoſſi- 
ble; — nay that we might ſay it is very 
poſſible; nay, further, that even accord- 
ing to the analogy of nature, (and a 
very ſmall part of nature do we under- 


ſtand) it is highly probable. 


And here if we ſearch the ſcriptures 
we 
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ve ſhall find, that it is indeed with very 
f good reaſon, that in them we think we 
EF? have eternal fe ;—in very many places 
| 2 of the Old Teſtament, we find it diſ- 
. tinctly ſet forth to us. — Amongſt the 
| ” foremoſt ſtands that ſolemn prophecy 
of Job introduced with ſo much pomp, 


and unuſual folemnity,— 


O that my words were now written, 
that they were printed in a book, that 
they were grauen with a ßen of iron in 
lead, or in the rock for ever ! for I know 
that my redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall 
fand at the latter day upon the earth, 
and though after my ſkin worms deſtroy 
this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God 
whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mane eyes 
ſhall behold, and not another. 
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The prophet Iſaiah ſpeaks of it with 
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great diſtinctneſs, — Thy dead men ſhall 
live, together with my dead body ſhall they 
ariſe.-— Awake and ing ye that dwell in 
the duſt.— 


And the prophet Daniel is remark- 
ably expreſs in his declaration of this 
truth, Many of them that fleeþ, or as 
it might have been tranſlated, {he many, 


the whole multitude of them that ſleep in 
the duſt of the earth ſhall awake, ſome 
to everlaſting life. and ſome to ſhame and 
everlaſting contempt. 


But in the New Teſtament, the re- 
demption of our bodies from the grave, 
is ſo clearly revealed, repeated over and 


over again in ſo many places that he that 
runneth may read. He, whoſe bufinels 
it was to bring life and immortality to 


light, hath declared that the dead ſha! 
hear 
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hear the voice of the ſon of man, — that 
hearing it they may live. And bids us 
not to marvel at this, that the hour will 
come when, all that are in the graves ſhall 
hear the voice of the Son of Man, and 
come forth ; they that have done good, 
unto the reſurreftion of life ; and they that 
have done evil, unto the reſurrection of 
damnation.—That he who raiſed up Chriſt 
from the dead fhall alſo quicken our mor- 
tal bodies. 


All theſe texts of ſcripture do very 
emphatical ſet forth to us that there 
ſhall be a reſurre&ion of our bodies, 
and that the ſame bodies ſhall be raiſed 
again, — that is, we ſhall be abſolutely 
the ſame living agents, we were in this 
world, according to the trueſt idea of 
perſonal idenity. 
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Many of the expreſſions are very 
= ſtrong and remarkable ;—THE Y that 
ſleep in the duſt ſhall awake ; — and he 

ſhall quicken theſe our MORTAL 

"| BODIES:— But then, becaule fleſh 
4 and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, neither doth corruption inherit in- 
corruption, — this body ſhall undergo a 
very great change. Ie trumpet ſhall 
ſound ;—and the dead ſhall be rarſed in- 
corruplible, and we ſhall be changed ;— 

what this change will chiefly conſiſt in, 

may in a great meaſure be collected 

from the remaining part of this chapter. 

It is ſown in corruption, it is rated in 

incorruption; it is ſown in diſlionour, it 

ic rarſed in glory, —it is ſown in wearneſs, 

it 1s raiſed in power ;—1t is ſown a na- 


tural body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual body. 


We ſhall riſe then, incorruptible.— 
glo- 
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glorious, - powerful ſpiritual and im- 
mortal ;---in one word, having our ho- 
dies faſhuoned hike unto Chriſt's glortous 
body according to the mighty working 
whereby he is able to ſubdue all things to 
himſelf, we ſhall ſpend an eternity in 
praiſing him both in body and in ſoul, 
with the powers of BOTH raifed and 
exalted beyond all imagination. 


Such has been the goodneſs of God, 
he formed us out of nothing into theſe 
glorious beings, capable of immortality, 
and intended for it, had we but con- 
tinued innocent ;---he flampt the divine 
image and reſemblance of himſelf upon 


our ſouls, and made us but a little lower 


than the angels ; --- placed us in this 
world, as in our ſcene of action, to 
prove and exalt our virtue ;--- our inhe- 


ntance hereafter was immortality, and 


1 2 a calm 


140 SERMON VI. 


a calm removal into his preſence, where 


there is fullneſs of joy without the pain 


and terror of death ;---but by ſin, death 
entered into the world; and dying thou 
ſhalt die; and duſt thou art and to duſt 
ſhalt thou return Ha poſſibility of death 
eternal to the ſoul; and a certainty of 
death temporal to the body, is the dread- 
ful alternative, that follows cloſe upon 
tranſgreſſion. 


Who fhall deliver us from this body of 
death e 2s Feſus Chriſt our Lord; — 
he paid the ramſom for our tranſgreſſion, 
and by offering himſelf a vicarious ſa- 
crifice ta God, and by riſing again from 
the dead to prove the acceptance of that 
ſacrifice, has purchaſed again for us what 
we had loſt: our ſouls may be happy 
beyond conception; and our bodies 
themſelves ſhall be reſcued from the 
power 
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power of the grave, and ſhare in the 
common benefits of that all-ſufficient 


ranſom. -—- Our hopes herein are built 


upon the immoveable foundation of the 
word of God himſelf ; — Reaſon and 
the analogy of nature confpire to en- 
gage our unlimited acquieſcence in this 
revelation: - ¶e know in whom we have 
believed ;— and in the very article of 
death itſelf, may ſafely entruſt our ſouls 


and bodies into his hands, as a merciful 
and faithful Creator, 


But let us remember, that theſe in- 
eſtimable benefits are to be the portion 
of thoſe only who believe, and obey 
the goſpel, which the ſame Redeemer 
has taught us,— and therefore let us be 
perluaded to receive that Revelation with 
a becoming meekneſs and humility, and 
apon this ſure foundation, let us build 


the 
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the goodlyuperſtr ſsuction of a virtuou 
and religious life: let us frequently 
meditate upon that glorious privilege 
of immortality, that 1s to crown our 
bodies, as well as our ſouls :—that both 
theſe different ſubſtances of ours ſhall 
alike live for ever,—alike be admitted 
into the preſence of God. 


Let this teach us, in the language of 
the heathen philoſopher, ** to reverence 
te ourſelves,”---to conſider ourſelves as 
the offspring of God. to correct, nay 
eradicate all evil paſſions and inclina- 
tions, that are continually growing up, 
to hurt and diſgrace the one; and to 
ſhun too deep a draught of earthly de- 
lights, and carnal ſatisfactions, that cor- 
rupt, and de file the other. Let us con- 
ſider that our ſouls are that image of 


God we ſo juſtly boaſt of; and our bo- 
dies 
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dies the temple of the Holy Ghoſt.— 
Let us by a true chriſtian faith, and a 
true chriſtian practice, by the aſſiſtance 
: of the bleſſed ſpirit, preſerve both pure, 

and ſanctified, during our probation in 

this world, that hereafter they may both 

8 ſhine as the ſtars in the mm for 
ever. and ever. 
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The Goſpel of St. JO HN, xiv. 27. 


PEACE I LEAVE WITH YOU, MY 
PEACE I GIVE UNTO YOU: NOT 
AS THE WORLD GIVETH, GIVE 
1 UNTO YOU, —LET NOT YOUR 
HEART BE TROUBLED, NEITHER 
LET IT BE AFRAID. 


ND what treaſure in the whole 

compaſs of things, can be con- 
ceived comparable to this ?--a firm, and 
indefeaſible tranquility of mind, reſult- 
ing from a rational, and well-grounded 
faith in God, and in him, who thus ſe- 
cures it to us; and from a ſteady, and 


Vol. I. U 2 con- 
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conſiſtent diſcharge of thoſe duties, which 
he hath commanded us to practice. | | 
= 

He came into the world to be our 
peace; to reconcile us to God the Fa- . 
ther, and to make ſuch a diſplay to us 


of his placability, and mercy, as might 
diſpel every apprehenſion from the dan- Wt 
ger of ſins repented of; to bring life Wit | 


and immortality to light, and to open MW 
to us ſuch proſpetts of that eternal ſtate, 
for which we are intended, and the poi- iſ 1 1 
ſeſſion, and enjoyment of which he hath Iſ . 
ſecured to every true diſciple, as may 4 
not only fill us with the moſt animating 3 6 
hopes of that glorious ſtate, but alſo be a 


our exceeding great reward in each in- 


termediate period of our exiſtence ; — 
leſſening the preſſure, and ſoothing the 
anguiſh of every calamity ;—making all 
our bed in our ſickneſs and freeing us 

from 
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from every apprehenſion even of death 
itſelf. — My peace I give unto you. He 
chat purchaſed it, may well beſtow it ;— 
and he will beſtow it, in the moſt com- 
I prehenſive and unlimited ſenſe, to every 


© faithful diſciple. 


Io ſecure to ourſelves a covenanted ti- 
| ; tle to this great and invaluable privilege, 
: much muſt be done on our part —lt is 
ol ſuch infinite conſequence to us, that, 
1 without the real poſſeſſion of it, nay 
| vithout an inward and perpetual feel- 
; ing of its lively and animating influ- 
3 ences, we are miſerable and undone.— 
3 All the riches, the gay, and glittering 
E pomp of the whole world will be vain, 
and unſatisfactory without it. — In the 
3 midſt of laughter, the heart will be ſorrow- 
J ful, and the end of our moſt extravagant 
. tranſports of mirth will be hcavineſs. 

N But 
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But what muſt be our portion under 
the evils, and ill accidents of life, in 
the hour of diſtreſs, and when the hand 
of God lies heavy upon us, if we have 
not this aſylum, to which we may re- 
treat. For let us remember that no ſi- 
tuation in life, be it ever ſo great, and 
exalted, is exempt from theſe things.— 
Man us born to trouble as the ſparks fl) 
upwards; we are open to its attacks 
ten thouſand ways ;— © It walketh in 
* darkneſs, it deſtroyeth at noon-day.' 
Its arrows are perpetually flying about 
us ;—and with how many of them, not: 
withſtanding all our wiſdom, and pru- 
dence, are we continually transfixed? 
and what adds to our misfortune, our 
tendereſt and neareſt concerns are n 
expoſed to the fury of this our adverla- 
ry; vexation and diſappointment in our 
moſt favourite, perhaps moſt innocent 
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I purſuits, the treachery and baſeneſs of 
Z | thoſe, whom we have fondly, and falſe- 
: ly called friends ;—breach of faith, and 
conjugal fidelity; jealouſy, and hatred, 
E where confidence unlimited, and love 
unbounded ought moſt to have prevail- 
ed. The unmerited loſs of reputation, 
fortune, our own health, and the health 
of thoſe, that are ten thouſand times 
dearer to us than ourſelves, frequently 
the loſs of thoſe tender pledges by 
death,. after having been ourſelves wit- 
neſſes Of their molt bitter ſufferings. 
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his, you will be ready to cry out, 
| is a melancholy picture of man 1n this 
vale of tears —Happy would it be for 
us, could it be proved, that the piece 
is overcharged, and that no one feature 
bears any reſemblance to the original ! 
But there are few, I fear, whom the ſad 


expe- 
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experience of many bitter hours, will 
not force to confeſs the likeneſs to be 
but too exact.— If fo ; — Who, or what 
28 to deliver us from this body of death ;— 
The God, in whom we believe, the reli- 
gion which we profeſs, and that hope 
in its promiſes by the blood of Chriſt, 
which is the anchor of the ſoul. 


For when we conſider, (as we cannot 
but conſider) that we came not into this 
world by chance; and that we, and all 
our concerns are in the hands, and un- 
der the prote&ion of infinite power, 
and infinite goodneſs. — reaſon herſelf 
will tell us, that, as ſuch a diſpenſation 
is abſolutely neceſſary for us, as religious 
creatures ;—as thoſe, who, by ſuch tri 
als as theſe, are to be trained to piety 
and devotion, in order to be fitted for 
a better ſtate, God has amply provided 

every 
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every remedy to heal all theſe diſorders, 
and to make us, in all difficulties, di- 
ſtreſſes, and temptations, © through him 
that loved us, more than conquerors.” 


I ſay, to ſecure to ourſelves a cove- 
nanted title to theſe, not only as they 


are perceived from the faint glimmer- 
ings of reaſon, but as they are more 
clearly diſcovered, and made over to 
us by revelation, much muſt be done on 
our part. 


As the foundation of all, we muſt 
ſtudy to beget in our minds a firm be- 
ef of the exiſtence of God ;—not that 
I can perſuade myſelf any man can ſe- 
riouſly, and in earneſt diſbelieve this ;— 
but I mean a frequent reflection, and 
devout meditation on the great argu- 


ments, with which nature herſelf, as 


Vol. I. SEES well 
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well as ſcripture, has furmſhed us of thi; 
fundamental article of religion. —Th:s 
will at the fame time open to our view 
ſuch ideas of the Divine Being, as will 
make us feel that he is not only the 
Creator, but the preſerver of the uni. 
verſe. There every attribute of the god- 
head will be diſplayed to us in the moſt 
lively colours; his moral attributes in 
particular will ſhine with diſtinguiſhed 
luſtre, and we ſhall ſee him as he is, 
good, merciful, benevolent : our minds 
will be filled with the moſt awful, and at 
the ſame time with the moſt endearins 
ideas of his providence, and conſtant 
inſpection over us: we ſhall feet, (in 


the affectionate language of the pro- 
Phet) that he loves us freely, opening his 
hand, and filling all things living with 
plenteouſneſs.—That he is about our bed, 
and about our path, and to ſecure our 
con- 
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conſtant attention to the purity of all 
our thoughts, words and actions, that 
he ſpreth out all our ways. 


Such a belief of the being-.of God 
muſt be rooted, and grounded in our 
hearts ;—1t mult live there perpetually, 
to be a lively, ſteady principle, to which 
we may have recourſe, every moment, 
and in every circumſtance of life. 


Who then need be informed what 
would be the reſult of ſuch a conduct. — 
whether we conſider its influences as 
affecting our behaviour, and command- 
ing and regulating our duty to him ;— 
or to ourſelves, under the circumſtances, 
and in the condition, in which ke has 
placed us in this world ? 


With reſpect to the former, —it would 
X 2 pro 
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produce ſincere, unaffected, conſiſtent 
piety, devotion, heavenly-mindedneſs; 
a vigorous, and undeviating attention 
to all the duties our ſeveral relations in 
life demand of us;— and thereby, lay 
the beſt foundation poſſible on which to 
ground all our hopes, and expectations 
of his favour. 


With reſpect to the latter (to com- 
prehend the whole of this moſt comſlor- 


table idea in a few words) it would in- 
duce us with the firmeſt aſſurance, to 


fly to him upon all occaſions, as to the 
tendereſt of parents, © caſting all our 
care upon him, for he careth for us. 
Begetting in us, even in the very ago- 
nies of deſpair itſelf, a feeling of the 
truth of this enlivening declaration of 
chriſtianty, as dying, and behold we live, 
as chaſtened, and not killed, as ſorrowful, 
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yet alway rejoicing, as poor, yet making 
many rich, as having nothing, and yet 
poſſeſſing all things. 


Even from the light of nature, Eli- 
phaz could addreſs this moſt comforta- 
ble argument to Job upon his dunghill, 
Acquaint now thyſelf with God, and be 
at peace. Wiſhing to convey, by means 
of that affectionate admonition, every 
motive for truſt and confidence, under 
the molt preſſing circumſtances, is he 
not thy moſt munificent benefactor, thy 
wiſeſt counſellor, thy moſt potent pro- 
tector, and friend ? 


But if we carry our reflettions ſtill 
higher, and conſider ourſelves as being, 
under the diſpenſation of grace; not 
only as the creatures, but as the /ons of 
God, and heirs of his promiſes in Chriſt 

Jeſus 
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Jeſus, —here, what before was hope and 
probability only, collected from the de- 
ductions of reaſon, is now abſolute cer- 
tainty, declared by the voice of God 
himſelf ſpeaking to us, 


What a luſtre does every argument 
for peace, and tranquility receive from 
the gracious declarations of the goſpel? 
and how infinitely multiplied will be 
the effect of them in the mind of every 
ſincere believer, from thoſe dazzling 
proſpects, which revelation opens to 
us ?—In how adorable a light will that 
goſpel of peace place to us the God of 
our hope; — giving us a covenanted ti- 
tle to the full exertion of every attribute, 
that can make us happy; —repreſenting 
us as reconciled to the Father of Mer- 
cies, and God of all comforts, by the 
blood of his Son ;—and therefore pri- 
vileged 
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vileged to look up to him as our fa. 
ther, to come to him upon all occa: 
ſions, with the aſſurance and confidence 
of ſons, — knowing that he can, and 
truſting that he will do every thing that 
is fitting for us both in this world, and 
a better.— The argument is St. Paul's. 
If hie ſpared not his only begotten ſon, but 
| | gave him up for us all, how ſhall he not, 
E with him alſo, freely give us all things 2— 
That goſpel, I ſay, which has brought 
life and immortality to light, confirmed 
the natural notions of mankind, of their 
eternal exiſtence ;— and told us, with 
unqueſtionable authority ; that we ſhall 
riſe again at the laſt day, and live for 
ever, happy, beyond conception happy 
in the eternal enjoyment of him, 2m 
whoſe preſence there is fulneſs of joy, and 
at whoſe right hand, are pleaſures for 
evermore. 


That 


160 SERMON VII. 

That goſpel, which gives us alſo 3 
true idea of ourſelves, and teaches us; 
to form the juſteſt eſtimate of the world, 
and the things that are in the world.— 
That as we are intended to live for 
ever, our neareſt, and tendereſt con- 
cerns lie beyond the grave, © that here 
% we have no continuing city, but that 
« we are ſeeking one to come ;—that 
© our affections therefore ſhould not be 
* ſet on things below, but on thoſe a 
% bove ; — that our converſation 1s in 
* heaven, and that were our treaſure is, 
there {ſhould our hearts be alſo :” — 
that earthly things have nothing to do 
with our real happineſs, nay that, friend- 
ſhip with the world is enmitywith God.” 
and that therefore to be too deeply im- 
merſed in the purſuit, and enjoyment 
of them is folly, is fin. 


That 
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That the evils, and all accidents of 
© life, to which we are daily ſubject, and 
the preſſure of which muſt neceſſarily 
be the allotment, in ſome proportion 


at leaſt of every one of the ſons of men, 
are all commiſſioned by him for the 
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wiſeſt and moſt ſalutary purpoſes ; — 
the gentle corrections of an affectionate 
parent :— the trials, —and the improve- 
ments of our virtue.—That they are in- 
tended to leſſen our complacency in 
theſe tranſitory enjoyments, to wean us 
from the world, to abate our inordinate 
love of life. To work in us patience, 
reſignation, truſt in him: to make us 
love nothing in compariſon of him, de- 
hire nothing in competition with him; 
be nothing, but what we are aſſured will 
be pleaſing and acceptable to him, and 
at all times to feel, and to be ready to 
ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Whom have 1 in 
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heaven, but thee, and there is none upon 
earth that I defire in compariſon. of thee, 
And laſtly (which 1s the molt important 
conſideration in the world to us) to be 
willing, nay to be deſirous of leaving 
this world, and taking our flight to him, 
whenever he ſhall think fit to call us, 
under a firm conviction that to die 2 
gain, — lo be diſſolved and to be with 
Chriſt is far better; —believing and ſay- 
ing with St. Paul, I know whom 1 have 
believed, and I am perſuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him againſt that day,—or animated 
with the warmth and tranſport of the 
pſalmiſt, may cry out, O that I had 
wings like a dove, for then would I flee 
away and be at reſt ! 


Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, are the im- 


preſſions chriſtianity wiſhes to ſtrike deep 
in 
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S ER MON VII. 163g 
in our minds, in order to accompliſh 
its great end: to make us happy. — 
happy through every period, and un- 
der every circumſtance of our being, — 
and the full reſult of them 1s that peace, 
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* which Our Saviour in the text, tells 
his diſciples, and in them, every one 
of his faithful followers, he leaves them, 
as his laſt and beſt legacy. 


He calls it emphatically hs peace, in 
contradiſtinction to every other peace, 
and becauſe he procured it for thoſe, 
who ſhall be found worthy, and there- 
fore capable of enjoying it; thoſe who 


have a firm, rational, and unſhaken be- 
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lief of that goſpel, he preached, and 
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live in a ſteady and conſiſtent obſer- 
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. vance of the precepts which he taught. 


This is the religion the bleſſed Jeſus 
1 came 
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came from heaven to eſtabliſh in the 
world ;—and this is the peace which he 
gives us.—Not as the world groeth, gi- 


vet) he unto us, —For what is it that the 


world giveth, that may in any degree 
ſtand in competition with this moſt in- 
eiſtmable bleſſing ? — and how does it 
give it? 


Pleaſures, riches, and honours! — 
even philoſophy itſelf has ever ſhewn 
the vanity of theſe things, the experi- 
ences of the happieſt and greateſt of 
mortals has ever confirmed it ; — the 
goſpel © has engraven it in the rock, 
* with a pen of iron for ever.” 


Bring into the compariſon the other 
world, to which we are haſtening, what 
1s the aggregate of all that theſe things 
can give us, upon the moſt enlarged 


ſup- 
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ſuppoſition ? — Solomon will tell you, 
The crackling of thorns under a pot; — 
noiſy, and ſprightly for a time, and 
then ſinking into gloom, and melan- 
choly. 


In the midſt of all their glory they 
leſſen not the number of the wants and 
infirmities of human nature, afford no 
efiectual ſupport under the diſtreſſes of 
life, no antidote againſt the approach 
of death, — no ſpecific to heal the tor- 
tures of a wounded ſpirit. 


But the peace, that chriſtianity gives 
us, © 1s real, and ſubſtantial, —high,— 
rational, and angelical ;—made for the 
* ſoul; —ſuitable to its ſpiritual nature,; 
* equal to all its capacities: it is the 
* foretaſte of heaven, and the earneſt 
* of etcrnity.,—lIt lies within ;---1t cen- 

| ters 
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© ters in the heart; it grows into the 
« very ſubſtance of the foul, and ac- 
* companies it to the grave itſelf, will 
„ riſe with it, to tranſport it to con- 
** ſummate and eternal bliſs.” 


How then can we be too ſollicitous to 
attain this moſt invaluable treaſure ? --let 
us give an early, and practical admittance 
to thoſe great principles upon which 
alone it is founded, the eternal truths 
of religion, as they ſtand revealed to us 
in the goſpel ; let us adore what it un- 
folds to us with our firſt adoration ; let 
us love it with our firſt love. Let us 
flee from fin, as from the face of a ſer- 
pent ;—and guard againſt the admiſſion 
of any prejudice that the wickednels 


and obſtinacy of unbelievers may in- 
ſinuate.—If theſe are once ſuffered to 
prevail, we have loſt every thing that 
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18 valuable we are undone for ever.— 
The time will certainly, nay ſhortly, 
come, When we ſhall believe,— but we 


167 


ſhall believe and tremble.—In the ſo- 
lemn hour of diſtreſs, light and con- 
viction will, whether we will, or no, be 
darted into the mind, but not with that 
hope and confidence, which are the great 
privilege and triumph of our chriſtian 
profeſſion, our belief will be amaze and 
terror, 


Let us then hold faſt the profeſſion of 


our faith without wavering ; this, with 
virtue 1ts genuine offspring, will be our 
guardian-angel in every circumſtance of 
lite,—even in that great and inevitable 
calamity of human nature, death itſelf, 
we ſhall not fear, God is for us, who 
* Or what can be againſt us?“ even here, 
we may truſt our ſouls and bodies into 

his 
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his hands, as a merciful, and faithfu] 
Creator, whilſt this ſhall be the parting 
idea, I know whom, I have believed. 
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GENESIS wm. 4. 


AND THE SERPENT SAID UNTO 
THE WOMAN, © YE SHALL NOT 
SURELY DIE.“ 


ND it is the; very fame inſinu- 
ation, addreſſed by the very ſame 
deceiver, to the heart of every one 
of the deſcendants of this unhappy de- 


linquent before us that ruins their vir- 
tue, and robs them of their ſalvation. 
Ye ſhall not ſurely die. Not when un- 
der the temptation to flagrant tranſ- 

Vol. I, Z 2 greſſions, 
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greſſions, or atrocious enormities.— 
Theſe bear down but a few tempers; 
nature herſelf, as well as religion, feels 
a ſhock here: and till the mind is har- 
dened by repetition and habit, 1s always 
powerful enough to break the force of it, 
and to keep us innocent: but when un- 
der the influence of what we falſely call 
little faults, excuſable, venial errors,— 
in which many, that ſeem to have made 
ſome tolerable progreſs in religion, are 
too often found to indulge themſelves. 
Not knowing perhaps, or rather, not 
attending to the true ſpirit of that gol- 
pel, which they profeſs, they ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be under the dominion of ſome 
favourite paſſion ; the ſin that doth ſo 
ealily beſet them: or allow themſelves 
in ſuch tempers, ſuch a faulty and in- 
accurate conduct, as but one moment's 
conſideration, and the reading but one 
page 
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SERMON VIII. 173 
page in the goſpel, could not but con- 
vince them to be oppoſite to the very 
firſt principles of true piety, were they 
not under that fatal deluſion in the text, 
Ye ſhall not ſurely die.—And yet there 
are few of us, who ſee not, who ac- 
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knowledge not the folly and inconſiſt- 
ency of ſuch a conduct; but we feel it 


m 


without compunction, we know it with- 
out correcting it, we perſiſt in it, with- 


( 


out reſolving, without thinking it worth 


while to reſolve to avoid it. But fide- 
lity to the leaſt of our obligations enters 
into the very eſſentials of our religion; 
an univerſal conſiſtent piety forms the 
character of goodneſs.—It is to this, and 
this only, that all the promiſes in the 
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goſpel are made, and it 1s only by this, 
that thoſe who have gone before us in 
the ways of religion, are now crowned 
with glory, and immortality. 

What 
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What deceives us in this great matter, 
is the chimerical idea we are pleaſed to 
form to ourſelves of the ſmall degree of 
malignity theſe little faults ſeem to have, 
compared with the weightier matter of 
the law that we pretend to obſerve: — 
but why ſhould we neglett to conſider, 
for we know it, that the malignity of our 
conduct is eſtimated, not ſo much from 
the crimes we commit, as from the heart 
that produces, and the conſequences that 
attend them.—In the eye of heaven a 
drop of cold water only, and the mite of 
a widow, preſented from a heart purely 
and perfectly devout, were eminent ſer- 
vices of religion. And by the ſame eye 
every deviation from our duty, every 
fault however trifling, proceeding from 
a heart divided between God and mam- 
mon, is a monſtrous impiety. 


But 
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But here let it not be imagined, that 
what I have already ſaid, or ſhall ſay 
in the following part of this diſcourſe, 
is meant to extend to thoſe lapſes, in- 
advertencies, and weakneſſes of human 
nature, to which the moſt determined 
virtue is ſubject, and by which even the 
righteous man falls ſeven times a day ; 


(but from which, by the grace of God 


and a ſincere repentance, he riſes to his 
duty with freſh reſolutions, and renew- 
ed vigour) by a deliberate and habitual 
perſeverance in the commiſſion of ſome 
favourite faults, or in the omiſſion of 
many acknowledged inſtances of duty, 
flattering our/elves all the while with 


this faithleſs confidence, We ſhall not 


| ſurely die, or preſumptuouſly addreſſing 


to him, who is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity; the ſame expoſtulation 
that the Iſraelites did to Saul in behalf 

olf 


175 SERMON VIII. 


of their favourite leader, Shall Jona. 
than be put to death for taſiing a little 
honey ? 


For conſider only the immenſe diſt- 
ance between God and us; him, who 
inhabiteth eternity, whom the heaven, 
and heaven of heavens cannot contain, 
and Us reptiles upon this earth; conſi- 


der the purity and excellence of his 


nature ; and then determine to what a 
degree of enormity, muſt be magnified 
every outrage committed by the /on of 
man which is a worm :— Our infinite 
meanneſs confidered with that majeſty 
which we are created to adore, gives a 
malignity to the leaſt ſin we can com- 
mit, inconceivable by us, but riſing 
in proportion to the meanneſs of the 
delinquent, and the greatneſs of him 


whoſe law is violated.— A bundle of 
| ſticks 
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ſticks gathered on the ſabbath- day to 
ſupply the wants of the moſt preſſing 
poverty, was a profanation of the ſab- 
fath, and incurred the penalty of death; 


One riſing jealouſy, a faint murmur 


called down a leproſy on the ſiſter, even 


| of the great leader of Iſrael :—and one 


ingle inſtance of diſtruſt, under the 
moſt trying circumſtances, forbad an 
entrance into the Land of Promiſe, to 
Moſes himſelf; a ſentence ſoftened by 
no other, than this ſad conſolation, of 
ſeeing it at a diſtance, 


And indeed, what 1s the leaſt depar- 


| ture from our duty, but an unjuſtifiable 


preference of the creature to the Crea- 
tor? When we violate the laws of God, 
even in thoſe inſtances, that ſeem to us 
the moſt trifling, and the leaſt eſſential; 


is it not an unjuſtifiable preference of 
A a the 
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178 S ERMON VIII. 
the pleaſure of the tranſgreſſion, to the 


purity and ſacredneſs of thoſe laws, nay 
of that God that forbids it? — be 1 
ever ſo little, it is an outrage againſt 
him; and can any outrage againſt God 
be a little fault? the leſs it is, ſo much 
the more ſhameful is the tranſgrellion; 
ſince ſurely the temptation to 1t could 
not be great. And it ſhould allo be 
conſidered by us, that we have nothing 
within ourſelves, that can expiate even 
the {malleſt faults, even thele mult be 
waihed away in the blood of the Son ot 
God.—Beſides, how do we know but 
that theic {maller matters are themſelves 
the very teſt, that God has been plealea 
to fix to our obedience? the greater, 
and weightier matters of the law carry 
their command before them, and per- 
petually enjoin and ſecure our obedt: 
ence by exciting our fear, —The/e ad: 
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dreſs themſelves, by the moſt gentle 
infinuations, to the heart, and whiſper 
to us that it muſt be our love only 
to him that gave the command that 
muſt continually ſollicit our attention 


to them; they are not commands to 


| flee from idolatry, to avoid rebellion 
and open war with the Almighty, but 


they are the fair fruit, hanging upon 
the tree of knowledge in the midſt of 


the garden ; which yet we muſt not eat, 
nor may we touch it, leſt we die. 


But again how inconſiſtent are thele 
notions of the pardonable nature of 
theſe little faults, with thoſe precepts of 
our religion, which bid us aſpire con- 


tinually after perfection, and in which 


God has commanded us to give him our 
heart, by which we are enjoined 4% grow 
in grace, to work out our own ſalvation 
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with fear and trembling? How incon- 
ſiſtent are they with any reaſonable ex- 
pectation of thole rewards, which are 
promiſed to thole, and thoſe only, who 
perſevere unto the end; who by patient 
continuance in well-doing, ſeek for glory 
and honour and immortality ; and how 
inconſiſtent are they with thoſe tears, 
which piety ſheds, upon a ſerious ſur- 
vey of its own infirmities, thoſe bitter 
ſorrows, that weigh down the ſoul of 
the righteous man, when he draws a 
parallel between the laws of his religion, 
and his own conduct, and fees how 
contradictory the one has in many 1n- 
ſtances been to the other, notwithſtand- 
ing the unremitting caution and cir- 
cumſpection of his life? In a word, 
how inconſiſtent with that ſolemn com- 
mand in the goſpel, be ye perfect, to 
ſuch a degree as the infirmity of your 

nature; 
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nature will permit, Be ye thus perfed, 
even as your Father which is in heaven 


From that moment then that you 
find you can give the leaſt favourable 
reception to this idea, you have begun 
do ſet up a rival in your boſom in op- 


poſition to him, who ought to be the 


| ſupreme ohject of your love. From 
that moment ſuſpett the ſincerity of 
your piety.—Lay your hand upon your 
| heart, and aſk yourſelf whether it zs 
| whole with God.—Conſcience will hold 
up to you the goſpel ; Mat will give you 
a a condemning anſwer; and St. James 
© will confirm the ſentence, hs that keep- 
et the whole law, and knowingly and de- 
 liberately offendeth in one point, is guilty 
| ofoll 
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For it is the principle we act upon, 
it is the diſpoſition of the heart, that 
determines the meaſure, and quality of 
our actions; and if we are to love him 
with all our heart, with all our mind, 
with all our ſoul, and with all our 


ſtrength, it is impoſſible we ſhould knov- 


ingly and deliberately indulge ourſelves 
in the leaſt remiſſion of this intenſity 
of our affections, without at the ſame 
time renouncing our pretenſions to a 
true, genuine, and cordial obedience 
to this great comprehenſive command, 


It is our heart then that is to juſtify 
or condemn us; the very ſame actions 
committed from the one, or the other 
principle, may either be venial, or have 
the bane and formality of fin.—Saul 
ſaved the king of Amalek alive, and 
{pared the chief and beſt of the ſpoils of 
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war. Joſhua made peace with the Gi- 
beonites whom the Lord had com- 
manded him to exterminate.— Saul was 
rejected from being king over Iſrael.— 
Joſhua was pardoned. — Pride, revolt, 
ſelf-will, directed the one; inadvertency, 
and a forgetting to conſult the glorious 
preſence, led the other into the tranſ- 
greſſion.— And if this principle be in- 
conteſtible, it affords abundant matter 
of comfort to the conſcientious chriſtian, 
that the errors and inadvertencies of his 
conduct ſhall eaſily obtain pardon of 
God, and alſo that the ſmalleſt acts of 
religious duty, performed with a genu- 
ine, and ſincere deſire of pleaſing him, 
ſhall be moſt graciouſly received, and 
rewarded ;—and at the ſame time it pro- 
nounces the ſtrongeſt condemnation to 
thoſe who avowedly and deliberately 
allow themſelves in ſuch practices, which 


i 
though 
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though they may ſeem not to be noto- 
riouſly wicked, yet are ſuch as betray 
a ſinful preſumption, and ſhew an ab- 
ſence of that true love of God, which 
is the root of all goodneſs; and which 
would as certainly produce an univerſal, 
guarded, unreſerved piety, as a tree 
cannot but bring forth fruit according 
to its kind. 


But if this idea of the excuſableneſs 
of little faults, be thus baneful and per- 
nicious in its principle, it is equally, 
perhaps more ſo in its conſequence. 


He that deſþrſes little things, lays So- 
lomon, ſhall fall by little and little into 
great ones.—This is one of the moſt in- 
conteſtible maxims of religion. No one 
was ever thoroughly abandoned at once. 


Vice, in ſuch a degree of it, is naturally 
ſhock- 
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ſhocking to us; however it may pleaſe 
and gratify the affections of depraved 
nature, it does violence tb reaſon ; and 
conſcience in theſe firſt and. daring at- 
tacks is vigilant and active, and awes 
the young adventurer into an abhor- 
rence of enormity ;— our great adver- 
fary is too ſubtle to think of drawing 
us to himſelf by ſuch violences as thele ; 
it is by little tranſgreſſions, by trifling 
violations of God's laws, that he be- 
gins to ſeduce us, —gratify this appe- 
te, indulge that paſſion; if it ie a 
fault, 2 it not d Uille one Omit this 
inſtance of duty, neglect that ſervice, 
this act of devotion, ye ſhall not ſurely 
die. Repetition and famiharity leſſen 
the Ceformity of vice; and we are ſoon 
lardened by the deceitfulneſs of fin ;— 
the reſtramts of religion Toon wear off; 
conicience grows weary of the ine li- 
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cacy of her fruitleſs remonſtrances, and 
paſſion now rules without controul.— 
The moral faculties being impaired, 
even the natural ones are perverted ;— 
and what reaſon in the fir/t moments of 
our progrels in impiety, repreſented to 
us as deteſtable and abominable, we 
are now in this 4% ſtage of it, taught 
to look upon as the ſupreme happiness 
of like, and can even argue ourſelves 
into a diſbelief of the very principles, 
not ol religion only, but of morality 
:Helf,—Having cauſe to with there may 
be no God;—we caſily perſuade our- 
{elves there 1s not, and under the do- 
minion of this ſupreme obduracy, call 
evil good and good evil, put darkneſs for 
tight and light for darinefs. 


To think then that any fin, how tri- 
fling it may appear to us, knowingly 
and 
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and deliberately committed, is ſmall and 
venial, is of the molt dangerous conſe- 
quence. No one knows what he does 
when he fir/t parts with his innocence. 
for has he drawn the line, and marked 
the bounds that ſhall re ſtrain paſſion once 
indulged ? Shall he ſay to it inthe midſtof 


| its wild extravagance, itherto ſhalt thou 


N go and no further? Has he omnipotence 


to ſay to winds, in the fury ofa tempeſt, 


| | Peace, be fill? Or has he ſecured a re- 


treat into the paths of righteouſneſs, — 
if ever in ſome ſerious moment he looks 
back to that ſtate of virtue, from which 
he has fallen? Alas! this is hardly to 
be expected. Shall pallions that have 
been long indulged, forbear their im- 
portunity for gratification ?—Shall the 
reſtraints of piety be ſubmitted to, the 
crols taken up daily, and be carried by 
2 mind, enſlaved and debauched by 
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188 SERMON VIII. 

the indolence, the ſoſtneſs, and the vo- 
luptuouſneſs of fin ? or ſhall the diſci- 
pline and ſeverity of rehgion be now 
ſubmitted to under this influence, when 
under every advantage, they before ap- 
peared unſupportable ?—Can the A. 
Unopian change his ſhin, or the leopard 
tis ſhots ? Then may they alſo, that are 
accuſtomed to do evil, learn to do well, 
And above all by what prayer, by what 
ſupplication, may this ſort of ſinner, 
invoke the return of that bleſſed agent, 
whom he hath ſo often grieved, and for 
ſo long a time driven from him? How 
ſhall he ſolicit that heavenly gueſt, a- 
gain to take up his reſidence in that 
heart, which was once indeed the tem- 


ple of the Holy Ghoſt, but now a re- 
ceptacle of demons ? 
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SERMON VIII. 189 

Let us be perſuaded to conſider, the 
true nature of our religion; what it 
really is, that the God we profeis to 
ſerve does abſolutely demand of us.— 
That the pleaſures and intereſts of this 
world are, beyond a certain degree, ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with ſuch a profeſſion. 
That friendſhitþ with the world is enmity 
with God. That the glory, the perfec- 
tion of the chriſtian, like that of the 
moral character, depends upon its ſim- 
plicity, uniformity and conſiſtency; that 
every violation of our duty, however 
trifling it may ſeem to us, is a departure 
from that conſiſtency, a forfeiture of 
that character. Tho' it may ſeem but 
a little ſpot upon the ſkin of the leper; 
—yet that it is {till a leproſy, it ſhews 
by the trueſt ſymptom, the vitiated 
ſtate of the conſtitution, and that in the 


end, 
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end, we may become lepers, whate as mow, 


Every omiſſion of our duty, that our 
attachment to the concerns of this life 
produces, be they ever 1o preſſing, eve. 
ry departure from 1t, to which we are 
ſolicited by the plealures or advantages 
of it, conſeſſes a heart utterly a ſtranger 
to the true ſpirit of the goſpel; and, 
however we may latter ourſelves with 
this poor encouragement, inſinuated by 
the great deceiver of mankind, Ye all 
not ſurely die, yet let us on the other 
hand remember that God himſelf has 
told us, that the wages of Jin are death.— 
Let us, in compliance with the advice 
of the apoſtle, avoid all appearance of 
evil, — Keep ourſelves from what we 
call little faults, this will give us but 
little trouble, it will coſt us nothing; 
but it will keep us certainly from great 
ones, — A habit of running into the 

Com- 


- 
4 a 1 * o " 
_ — - 1 ; = 4 
N x - * 1 We * 4 + 2 K I N 5 1 218 8 „ PI 
e 4 "RS $7 Wd "> . 


Fi * - ; 1 * 
- * ” I - ws > + 
1 . 8 T ane , y Gr a * wo * r OS £4 
D > po wi FS c $7 * Wald, : * bo - n 


* 


SERMON VIII. 191 


commiſſion of deliberate little ſins, we 
have ſeen is inconſiſtent with a flate of 
grace; and the admiſſion of the con— 
trary opinion is allo in its conlequences 
as deilruttive to the moral purity, and 
pericttion of the ſoul, as a flow poiſon 
is to the health and vigour of the body; 
it acts by ſecret and imperceptible de- 
grees, but its effects are certain, as they 
are pernicious.— At ſirſt they are a little 
cloud ring out of the ſea no ligger than 
a man's hand, but in a ſhort time they 
expand themſelves to a ſize capable of 
blackening the whole face of the hea- 


vens, and produce thunder, and tem- 


peſt, and rain. 


In one word, let us renounce our 
chriſtianity, or let us reſolve to be 
Chriſtians in the way, and to the extent 
that the God, whom we pretend to ſerve 


demands 
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demands of us; let us love him with al 
our heart, with all our foul, and with 


all our ſtrengl i. 
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© National Tranſgreſſions neceſſary provoke 
' National Judgments, 


FE AFAST SERMON, 


Preached, on Occaſion of the AMERICAN WAR. 
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BE SURE YOUR SIN WILL FIND 
YOU OUT. 


T is to the moſt abandened diſavow- 
al, and moſt obſtinate diſbelief of 
this ſolemn declaration of the Almighty, 
that are to be aſcribed all the impiety 
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and profaneneſs, that rage amongſt man- 
kind. They ſell themſelves to do wick- 


edneſs upon the ſame principles with 


their brethren in iniquity, ſtigmatized 
with ſuch juſt ſeverity by the pſalmiſt, 
Tu ſay they, ſhall God perceive it ts 
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there knowledge in the moſt High 9 — 


For if men did really and in earneſt be. 


lieve this great fundamental truth of re- 


ligion, that no ſin, be it of what nature 
ſoever, be it committed with whatever 
art or ſecrecy, does eſcape the notice 
of God, and ſhall certainly, —often, ( 
might ſay always) in 7s (fe, and moſt 
indiſputably in the next, be infinitely 
puniſhed ;—it is impoſſible to conceive 
any temptation ſtrong enough to coun- 
tervail the force of ſuch a principle, and 
to drive them into tranſgreſſion. 


To ſuppoſe a belief of this great truth 
firmly fixed, and rivetted to the heart, 
and at the ſame time an habitual courſe 
of ſin, is to ſuppoſe human nature to 
be the direct oppoſite to what God has 
created and conſlituted it. — That 1s, 
that it will voluntarily and deliberately 
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$ ruſh into ſuffering and miſery.— Or that 
it ſhould have renounced its diſtinguiſh- 
ing, and characteriſtic paſſion, the de- 
fire of happiness. 


Every ſinner muſt be an unbeliever. 


An unbeliever of the great eternal ſanc- 
tion of righteouſneſs in the world. — 


The certainty of all their vices being 


noted, and recorded in a book,— the 
= certainty that the ſword of vindictive 


juice is eternally drawn, to execute 


vengeance upon every ſoul of man, that 
doeth evil. 
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And now — would to God, I were 
confined this day, to arguments drawn 
from Reaſon and from Scripture only, 
3 to prove the extreme fallacy, and inſi- 
nite danger of this fatal deluſion! — I 
would to God, it were utterly out of 
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my power at this time, and for ever to 
demonſtrate, and illuſtrate this moſt ay, 
ful and alarming doctrine, Be ſure your 
fin will find you out, — otherwiſe than 
by ſpeculative, and abſtracted deduc- 
tions ?—but alas !—this folemn humili- 
ation, and the melancholy occaſion of 
this aſſembly unhappily prove it by a 
nother way ; and that, with the ſince— 
reſt ſorrow I ſpeak it, of all others the 
moſt indiſputable, our own feelings, our 
experience, Our ſin has found us out, 
— Yea all Iſrael have tranſpreſſed thy 
law, even by deparlin g. that they maght 
not obcy l/;y voice, therefore the curſe 1s 
poured upon us, becauſe we have finned 
againſt Thee, 


For what ſort of being can we believe 
that God to be, with whom we have to 
do? — What muſt be our ſentiments of 

that 
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chat ſacred book, that he hath put into 


; our hands, that code of his laws, and 


che exemplification of their ſanctions, 
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| if we want to be informed, that judg- 
ments, particularly national judgments, 
are divine inflictions, equally reſulting 
from the nature of things, eſtabliſhed 


by him, and ſent upon the delinquents 
by his eſpecial appointment? and that 
mighty ſinners ſhall be mightily tor- 
mented ? 


A man of the loweſt underſtanding, 
when he ſees dreadful calamities march- 
ing through the land in waſteful tri- 
umph, and all joy is darkened in the 
heavens thereof, wants no inſtruction to 
impreſs the conviction on his mind, that 
this is God's doing, and that the crimes 
ot its inhabitants have called down the 
viſitationꝰ 


Even 
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Even the barbarous nations, amongſt 
whom the children of Iſrael were car. 
ried away captive, even they, who kney 
not God, argued from their puniſhment 
to their crimes; and without heſitation 
pronounced of the degree of their guilt, 
from the ſeverity of their ſufferings, be- 
cauſe they have ſinned againſt the law of 


therr God, therefore is this great evil 
come upon them. 


It 1s unhappy for us, that we alſo can 
with equal certainty draw the ſame con- 
cluſion from the ſame premiſes; and 
from a ſerious conſideration of the ca- 
lamities we now ſuffer, and from the 
dread of greater, that may remain in 
the phials of God's wrath, ready to be 
poured out upon us, confeſs, that our 
own wickedneſs doth correct us, and our 
backſlidings reprove us One moment's 

retro- 
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ſpett upon the manners of theſe times; 
that univerſal depravity, that has perva- 
ded all orders of men, in every part of 
their private, civil, and religious cha- 
racter, will eſtabliſh one part of the pro- 
poſition ;—and even a curſory exami- 
nation of the nature and weight of thoſe 


judgments, that have already burſt upon 
us, will inconteltably evince the certain- 


ty of the other ;—and both conſpire to 
give eternal ſtability to the truth in the 
text. Be ſure your ſins will find you 


79 


„ 0UT; 


For read over the hiſtory of every 
nation under heaven, conſult their an- 


nals from the earlieſt ages. — Was 


F there ever a country, was there ever a 


a period, wherein ſuch an univerſal dege- 


| neracy and corruption of principles and 
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practiceſt and recorded? Think of that 


open and avowed proſtitution, and want 
of chaſtity that have marked with infamy 
the preſent times: that violation of the 
marriage bed—that profane delecration 
of the holy ordinance itſelſ. Look into 
the public regiſters of the legiſlature; 
read there, and count over if you can, 
the infinite variety of ſuits, upon thele 
deteſted occafions.—And ſee how the 
page is ſtained with records of number- 
leſs ſeparations and divorces ;—1mptoul- 
ly putting aſunder thoſe, whom God Hall 


Joined together. 


Retlett a little upon the wanton pro- 
digality of perions in the higher ſtations 
of life. —The ruin that not their vices 
only, but their diſſipations and diver- 


ſions bring upon themſelves, and their 


families. 
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ſamilies; ſuſpending their whole for- 
tunes upon the caſt of a die. How are 


the workt of paſſions, excited, and car- 
ried to their utmolt extravagance during 
theſe dreadful intervals of ſuſpence! and 
what wonder is it, that, in minds ſo ab- 
ſolutely, and radically loſt to all Enie of 
religion, ill fortune ſhould drive them 
to deſpair: and hurry them through all 
the wildneſs of reprobation into ſebt- 
murder laughing at the terrors of fu- 
turity, and defying the vengeance of the 
Almighty, they ruſh into eternity, even 
in the midſt of a debanch, or in the moſt 


impious ſallies ofthe moſt diſorderly paſ- 
ſions. 


A breaſt, the moſt moderately impreſ- 
led with the leaſt idea of religion, trem- 
bles at this conduct; and could not but 
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pronounce it impoſſible, were it not ſoy 
the repeated inſtances of it that are pre. 
ſented to it daily. 


Whilit others, that pretend to a more 
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ſober character, are notwithſtanding 
equally rebels againſt the authority of 
religion; and ſetung at nought all its 
moſt ſacred ordinances, from a ſettled 
diſbelief of all its great principles, in; 
without God in the world. —Renouncing 
all public worſhip abſolutely ;—and by 
conſequence every inſtance of private 
devotion.—And whilſt ſix days of the 
week are hurry, folly, vanity; one,—the 
Sabbath, is travelling, viſiting, gaming. 


It were well, if ſuch pernicious exam- 
ples reached no further than their own 
dreadfulcircle, —Alas!—they are copied 

every 
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every where, and the baneful contagion 
hath ſpread itſelf into all orders, and 
claſſes of the people: they drink it in, 
by the general propenſity to vice; and 
ſomerimes by pride, and an affectation 
of being in the faſhion, 


And how has it operated here? it has 
produced a general indifference, and diſ- 
regard of rel1gion.——Knavery.—Theft, 
Forgery. — Robbery. — Rapes. — Mur- 
ders. — Vices, that have not confined 
themſelves to the metropolis :—that 
great ſcene of every abomination. But 
are marching through and through the 
land; fo that not even the moſt diſtant 
retreats are ſafe. 


Ihave ſaid enough to enable any con- 


Ldering perſon to mount up to the ſource 
of 


es 8 ERMON IX. 
of this dreadful depravity : but yet ! 


think one obſervation more will facili. 


tate the inveſtigations, 


Men have proceeded in their civil 
conduct, upon the ſame principles, that 
wicked men have in all ages in their re- 
ligious.Amongſt the/e, their vices have 
made them tremble to think there is a 
God.—They therefore naturally wil 
there may be none ;—they ſoon believe 
there is none.—Amonglt /e their ac- 
tions make them wiſh there were no laws, 
They ridicule their authority, —and riſe 
up in wild confuſion, firſt to deſecrate 
them, then to annihilate them. —Deny- 
ing all ſubordination, and obedience to 
civil juriſdiction; and introducing the 


moſt abſolute anarchy. Not even ſpar- 


ing the chrone itſelf; but ſpeaking evil 
of 


e 
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dignitics ; and vilifying and ridiculing 


* the moſt ſacred, and amiable of charac- 


ters. —And ths very ordinance itſelf, 
E which piouſly aſſembles us here this day; 


—with what diſreſpect has it been treat- 


ed? Having done every thing in their 


| power, to overturn every expedient that 


has been applied to vindicate the juſt 


authority of the nation in a natural way, 


| they go on to direct their machinery 


againſt our religious reſources :—and 
not being contented with obſtructing the 
conduct and power of men, they have 
dared to arreſt the arm of omnipotence 


E ifelf, and would even hinder us from 


making our ſupplications to the God of 


our confidence. 


If theſe ſtrong holds of civil regularity, 
the laws, have been thus ſucceſsfully 


ſtormed, where one would imagine that 


the 
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the dread of inſtant puniſhment ſhould 
have diſarmed the bold aſſailants, an! 
that juſtice with her drawn {word Hood 
ready to cut them aſunder, (though 
we mult continue to lament with un- 
feigned ſorrow,) we are not to be ſur. 
prized, that the great fundamental doc. 
trines of Chriſtianity itſelf, and the 
church of England, in particular, that 
has ever been revered by the beſt and 
wiſeſt of men, as the great guardian of 
thoſe facred truths, and the bulwark of 
the reformation, fhould in their tum 
have felt the weight of this vali corrup- 
tion.—That men ſhould not have con- 
tented themſelves with thinking evi! in 
their hearts ;—but ſhould even be Hardy 
enough to declare their fin as Sodom, to 
publiſh their hereſies to the world, to ſe- 
parate themſelves from her communion 


in new ſects ofoppoſition;—nay—ſhouid 
even 
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STERMON--IX. 209 
even dare, in a body to addreſs the le gil 
lature itſelf to annihilate her. 


And here, though I bluſh to publiſh 
it, I muſt not diſſemble a ſcandalous 
truth, —Even ſome of US, who ſerve at 
her altars, and have ſworn to defend and 
preach her ordinances, have been found 


to be the foremoſt of her bittereſt ad- 


verſaries. 


So true 15 1t, that corruption once ad- 
mitted, like the molt deadly and opera- 
tive poiſon, is ever actiye: —it ſleeps 
not.— Every thing that is orderly and 
beautiful in civil and religious concerns, 
is equally and ſucceſſively its prey: 
having deſtroyed one, it flies, with un- 
remitting fury, to ſeize the other: — 
and like its great author, as a roaring 


Vol. I. Ee lion. 
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lion, walketh about continually ſeek. 


ing whom, and what 1t may devour. 


And now, do not we ſeem to hear the ö | 
voice of God ſpeaking to us in thunder, 
If I be a father, where is mine honour, /] 
be a maſter, where is my fear ? Tam Jeſu; 
whom thou perſecuteſt.—Shall J not viſit 

for theſe things, hall not my ſoul be a-. 
venged on ſuch a nation as this? 
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Yes, verily, thou, O God, to whom ven- 
geance belongeth, thou, to whom vengeance 
belongeth, haſt ſhewn thyſelf terribly :— 
thou haſt reſolved that the wicked ſl! 
not go unpuniſhed ; but wilt reward tit 
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proud according to their deſerumgs— 


Our fins have found usout.— We acknov- 
ledge it,—The wiſeſt part of the nation 
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acknowledges it. They command, that 


as we have ſhared in the provocation, 
ani 
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and in the puniſhment, we ſhould like- 
wiſe ſhare, and unfeignedly unite (as! 
truſt we really do by this folemn aſſem- 
bly) in the deprecation of it, and in per- 
forming thoſe duties, which may appeaſe 
the wrath that is gone out againſt us, lat 


ſo the plague may be ſtayed. 


Our fin has indeed ſound us out.—For 
war is kindled againſt us. War, not 
only againſt toreign enennes, thoughthat 
is one of the greateſt calamities, that can 
befal a nation; but it is more than this, 
—it is civil war. — If that had been the 
viſitation, its effects are ſo dreadful, its 
events ſo uncertain, that we muſt have 
cried out in the agonies of our ſuffering, 
he correcteth us with whips. But the viſi- 
tation is inflicted upon us with accumu- 
lated vengeance, it is a civil war, —Verzly 
he chaſtizes us with ſcorpions —He hath 
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raiſed up againſt us our brethren, and 
companions, our own familiar friends — 
And in the proſecution of it, every 
wound we inflict returns the dagger back 
poiſoned into our own boſom. 


If its effects were only infinite expence 
of treaſure, we might have born it, and 
in humble poverty ſat down upon our 
dunghill, ſtrivipg by all the arts of in 
duſtry, frugality, and parſimony to re- 
trieve it. But they are likewiſe deſola- 
lation, blood, aſſaſſination, conflagra- 
tion, defeat, ſhame, captivity. 


But I ſhall not dwell a moment 
longer upon this very melancholy part 
of my ſubject, which every one feels 
but too much, but {hall haſten to make 
thoſe obſervations from what I have al- 
ready faid, which were the great object 
of 
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of this diſcourſe, and to which I hope the 
ſoregoing reflefions delivered in the 
ſincerity, and real feelings of my own 
heart, may ſerve to give vigour, and en- 
gage the warmeſt and devouteſt recep- 
tion of them, To recommend ſuch a 
conduct, —ſuch a total change of heart, 
and manners, both as members of this 
unhappy country, and as individuals, as 
not only beſt ſuit this public and devout 
humiliation, and the ſad occaſion of it, 
but ſuch alſo as may extend to the fu- 
ture conduct of our lives. —And, if poſ- 
ſible, by the grace of God to perſuade, 
and enforce ſuch a renovation of ſoul, as 
may not only contribute to make us 
happy citizens of this earthly Jeruſalem; 
but, with an exalted and enlarged influ- 
ence, happy citizens of that heavenly Je- 
ruſalem; that city, which hath foundations, 
whoſe buzlder and maker is God. 


I know 
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I know the inefficacy of preaching: ! 
know with what temper, and what ex. 


pectations ſermons are but too generally 
heard.—I know that not even the elo. 
quence of an angel would Eave perſua- 
ſion enough to bend the ſtubborn hearts 
of ſome men; much leſs ought I to ex. 
pett or flatter myſelf, that this feeble, im. 
perfect addreſs from me ſhould be thus 
omnipotent.— But I beg it may be con- 
ſidered as an addreſs to our feelings and 
to our fears—and ſurely theſe ſhou! 
ſtand in the place of all the moſt fla. 
tering, the moſt inſinuating,—the mol 
irreſiſtible arguments. 


Our fins have given the wound, ou! 
repentance 1s the grand ſpecific, which, 
through the merits of Chriſt, is to heal 
It —do we not feel that our fins have 
found us out? Need a word more be 
employed 
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employed to prove it? What then 


is left us to do ?—Not to put our 
EZ truſt in chariots, and horſes, in ſhips, 
and armies.—Not to place our whole 
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| wiſdom of our generals and officers ;— 
our help cometh from God. The battle 


confidence in the valour, and number of 


our ſoldiers; nor in the bravery and 


zs the Lords; — he can conquer with few 
as well as with many.,—The race is not 
to the ſwiſt, nor the battle to the ſtrong. 
{ —He bringeth to nought the counſels of 
the wile. 


But we mult fly to our tears, to our 
; contrition, to a molt ſerious reflection 
upon what this days faſt, and this ſolemn 
humiliation 1s intended to begin in our 
ſouls, —a moſt unfeigned repentance 
of all thoſe tranſgreſſions, which not 
enly now have ſeparated between us, and 
our 
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216 SERMON IX. 
our God; but which muſt, if perſiſted 


in, occaſion a ſeparation from him for P 
tl 


Let us call ourſelves to an impartial 


account, and examine our paſt Ive; 
with the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny,—See and As 
bluſh at the crimſon catalogue that con- ; 
ſcience will, in this awful moment, hold WR © 
: YA : t 
up to our fouls :—and bewailing, with WF 
a true Chriſtian humility their weight, MR | 
: Ja t 
and their number, with a true Chriſtian 
: C 
reſolution, let us determine to abandon, 
q 
and fly from them for ever. 
˖ 
; x ; L 
Read in the holy ſcriptures of what ; 
mighty prevalence fuch a conduct haz 
been with God, for averting the heavieſt 
calamities. —Conſider the inſtance of the f 
people of Ninevch, whoſe faſting, ac- 
companied with thoſe pious affections, | 


| pierced 


/ 
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pierced the clouds, and ſheathed the 
ſword, that was drawn for their deſtruc- 


tion.— This may conciliate the favour 
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and mercy of God towards us. he may 


| then turn the hearts of thoſe children, 
whom we have nouriſhed, and brought 


up, and they have rebelled againſt us: 


Land may excite ſuch a repentance in 


them, as may ſoften their hearts into a 
defire of a return to their duty that 
they may except of ſuch terms of re- 
conciliation as may ſettle them in peace- 
able enjoyment of thoſe rites and liber- 
ties, which the beſt conſtitution in the 
world offers, and promiſes to ſecure io 
them, 


Let us no longer trifle with our maker, 
and deceive ourſelves, that we are to 
flouriſh exempt from the eſtabliſhed me- 
thod of God's dealing with whole na- 

Vol. I. | Ft 
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tions, and communities that have ſet up 
their ſtandard againſt him. 


Let us remember, that the meaſure of 
our iniquities may be almoſt full: —and 
no longer trealure up to ourſelves wrath 
againſt the day of wrath, and revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God. 


Yet it is to be hoped, that God hath 
left him many thouſands in Iſrael that 
have not bowed the knee to Baal :—And1 
truſt, - nay (with a religious triumph 
I ſpeak it) I Anow that in this congrega- 
tion, there are not a few of that conſe. 
crated number, 


Let us remember in what affecting 


colours ſtands diſplayed in holy ſerip- 


ture, that amiable inſtance of Gods 


mercy and forbearance that would have 
engaged 
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engaged him to ſpare a moſt deteſtable 
city, could but ten righteous perſons 
have been found in it; O—let us and 
all the people of this land, lay in a ſurer 
claim to the exerciſe of theſe endearing 
attributes, and daily preſent to him ten 
ö thouſand times ten thouſand purified 

hearts, a propitiatory offering, to engage 
| | theſame unchangeable goodneſs, not to 
forgive us only, but in the affectionate 
expreſſion of the Prophet, to love ws 


freely. 


ASAT NAS AS TOTES. 
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MAG DA LE N. 


Preached before the bleſſed Sacrament. 
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St. LUKE. vii. 47. 


WHEREFORE I SAY UNTO YOU, HER 
SINS, WHICH ARE MANY, ARE FOR 
GIVEN: FOR SHE LOVED MUCH, 


2 


NN | 


HEN a conſiderate thinking man 
1 BS 4 7 * 
takes a ſeriqus ſurvey of the man- 


ners, and converſation of men, and from 
ſucceſſive obſervation finds the ſame ne- 


gligence, and inattention to matters of 


the higheſt concern ſtill to prevail not 
Vith equal, but with increaſing influence; 
| —themaimed and partialſervicesof ſome 
men; and the total, and abſolute diſa- 


vowal 
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$ St. LUKE. vii. 47. 


” WHEREFORE I SAY UNTO YOU, HER 
' $INS, WHICH ARE MANY, ARE FOR- 
GIVEN: FOR SHE LOVED MUCH. 
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HE N A G2 Fo thinking man 
takes a {eriogs| ſurvey of the man- 
ners, and converſation of men, and from 
ſucceſſive obſervation finds the ſame ne- 
gligence, and inattention to matters of 
che higheſt concern ſtill to prevail not 
vith equal, but with increaſing influence; 
i | —themaimed and partialſervicesof ſome 

| men; and the total, and abſolute diſa- 


vowal 
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vowal of religious duties in others; the 
ſame contempt of public worſhip ;—the 
ſame abſence from the ſacrament ſhey. 
ing itſelf year after year;—one thought- 
leſs generation paſſing away, and dying 
in their fins, and another coming up in 
their room, and treading in the fame ſteps 
with their predeceſſors : —it is impoſſible 
not to be equally aſtoniſhed and diſtreſ. 
ſed at this melancholy proſpect ; wit is 
impoſſible, —eſpecially for a preacher 
of that goſpel, whoſe great deſign is to 
deſtroy the works of the devil, not to 
think ſeriouſly what may be the cauſes 
of this ſeemingly unaccountable con- 
duct; that fo, ſome ſucceſsful expedi- 
ent may in ſome happy moment be ſug- 
veſted, and applied, by the grace ol 
God to corrett it. 


However the freedom of thinking 
may 
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may have lately abounded in the world. 
However daring (I might ſay) blat- 
phemous, the preſent age may be in their 
ſentiments, and declarations concerning 
ſome of the great points of the Chriſtian 
doarine, few, I believe, are ſincere in 
their opinions; and the arguments they 
bring in their ſupport of them are ſo fu- 
tile, and trifling,—that their apoſtacy 
ſeems rather an apology for their wicked- 
neſs, than the reſult of ſound argument, 
and rational conviction: and where the 
cale may be otherwile (if that may be 
admitted) the contagion is conſined with- 
in a narrow circle :—and of the many 
of whom my preſent complaint is made, 


E few, (I dare venture to affirm) were the 
b queſtions fairly propoſed to them ; Why 
; are their lives ſo directly oppoſite to the 
b plain precepts of the goſpel ? Few, I be- 
| lieve, would reply, that it is becauſe 
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they diſbclieve it. Few would ſhelter 
themſelves under this poor apology, that 
they have inconteſtable demonſtration; 
that the religion of Jeſus, which we 
preach, is a forgery, and an impollure, 
-—They would find out ſome other pre- 
tence, ſome other ſubterfuge.— Theſe in- 
deed may be many. — All, I am ſure 
equally fallacious, —all equally diſho- 
nourable not to religion, but even to 
realon herſelf. —And a ſick bed, and the 
approach of death never fail to prove 


them ſo, when, alas! it may be too 


late. 


There ſeems to be two ſourges of this 
neglect and contempt of religion; de- 
ſpair in ſome men, and preſumption in 
others. Theſe preſume upon the mercy 
and forgiveneſs of God, thoſe have con- 
tinued ſo long in a courſe of fin, and 


have 
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have worked all ungodlineſs with ſuch 
greedineſs that they def} pair of both. 


I do not mean to be ſo particular in 
this diſcourle, as perhaps I ought to be, 
but from that very remarkable ſtory in 
the goſpel, and that moſt affecting para- 
ble, our Lord has ſubjoined to it, which 
I have choſen for the ſubject of it, only 
to offer ſuch general reflections upon 
thoſe two particulars, as may be uſeful 
to alarm the one ſort of men, and to ad- 
miniſter hope and comfort to the other. 


The parables, and hiſtories in the 
golpel, through which our bleſſed Sa. 
viour, ſo generally conveys his inſtruc— 
tions to us, are perhaps, of all other me- 
thods of addreſs, the moſt powerful and 
eficacious. Precepts and admonitions, 
however well contrived, and juchiei ny 
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inſinuated, are at beſt cold, and languid; 


—1n their own nature they muſt be ge. 
neral ; they can never be ſufficienu/ 
pointed or particular.—And the hear, 
in that infinite variety of paſſions and 
vices, to the dominion of which they 
may be variouſly ſubject, muit be left 
much at their liberty how, and to what 
degree to receive, and apply them :—the 
reaſon and judgment only are employed 
in giving them admittance, and as pal- 
hon and prejudice always ſtand armed 
to guard the avenues that lead to it, they 
ſeldom reach the heart.—But in a para- 
ble, or ſome affecting ſtory, the 2maguns- 
tion, and the more tender affections of 
human nature conſpire alſo to befriend 
the reception of theſe ſacred truths, and 
to dart them into the ſoul with their pro- 
per and genuine effect. The picture 
they exhibit is ſo highly finiſhed, th-: 
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we can without difficulty trace out many 
ſtriking features of our oon reſemblance, 
and it operates wich a ſilent, but invinci- 
ble energy. Inſtruction becomes thus 
embodied, as it were, and we ſee it with 


our eyes. 


Of theſe, none, I believe, in the whole 
goſpel, is more affecting, or bears a 
ſtronger atteſtation to the truth of this 
obſervation, than that of the converted 
Magdalen before us, and the parable 
which the bleſſed preacher here addreſ- 
ſes to Simon, upon the account of it. It 
is for this reaſon that I have brought 
her before you this day ; that from a 
due and ſerious view of her character, 
her tears, her converſion, I may addreſs 
the argument I mean to enforce, under 
every pollible advantage.—From hence 
you will fee, that under the greateſt and 

molt 
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moſt aggravated degree of guilt, we 
need never deſpair of the grace of God, 
that when once that heavenly agent i; 
admitted into the ſoul, its influences are 
quickening and omnipotent: and on 
the other hand, from her example you 
will allo perceive, that much mutt be 
done on our part.—That we are not to 
preſume, but fear.— That we be care] 
not to quench, nor grieve this blefled 
aſſiſtant; that we put ourlelyes in the 
way of his ſuggeſlions: cheriſh every 
means of grace. — And liſten to every, 
even witſher, of the holy ſpirit of God. 
For it is to be particularly taken notice 
ol, that the Evangeliſt, in recording the 
hiſtory of the converſion of this remark- 
able penitent Hefore us, after he has told 
us, that ſhe was a inner in the city; i 


lollicitous to imprint upon our minds, 


this important circumſtance, when ſle 
knew 
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new that Jeſus ſat at meat in the Pha- 
i ſces houſe, ſhe came unto him. 


Simon, a man of diſtinguiſhed faſhion 
of that ſect among the Jews, invited our 
Lord, and his diſciples one day to din- 
ner, —He ſeems to have been of a cha- 
rater much reiembling that of one of 
our modern free-thinkers, and unbe- 
lievers—And therefore, finding it no 
difficult matter to ſet aſide the divinity 
of his miracles, and to account for them, 
and the great ſanctity of his life, from 
principles of his own invention, withed for 
an opportunity of inſulting, and diſho- 
nouring him; ridicule and contempt 
leem to have been the only motives of 
the invitation. — And we find he receiv- 
ed the bleſſed Jeſus without one of thoſe 
uſual marks of politeneſs and hoſpitali- 


ty a kiſs, and a little water to waſh his 


feet, 
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feet, to which, from his ſituation, and the 
cuſtom of his country, the meaneſt in. 
vited gueſt was entitled. —And it is 
more than probable, that to crown the 
inſult, the Magdalen, whom the evange- 
lift repreſents to be a ſinner in the city, 
or in modern language, a woman of un. 
chaſte character, found ſo eaſy an admit- 
tance into the company. 


But the providence of God from thi; 
evil brought out much good. Far from 
anſwering his vicious expectations, ſhe 
came thither with a very different view. 
As ſoon as ſhe heard that Feſus was there, 
— That ſenſibility of heart, that perhaps 
firſt betrayed her into vicious love, the 
grace of God inſtantly converted into a 
heavenly flame, and kindled it into a 


divine affection for the ſaviour of the 
world, 
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world.—her fins which are many, are for- 
given her, ſor ſhe loved much. 


An aſtoniſhing miracle of divine grace, 
and which the providence of God was 
pleaſed to publiſh to mankind, that ſin- 
ners in every age might find in this moſt 
extraordinary example, an afſured mo- 
tive of truſt, and confidence, and at the 
ſame time a moſt perfect model of re- 
pentance, That no one might at any 
time fink into deſpair, however great, 
and long his wanderings may have been 
from the ways of ſalvation. Nor on the 
other hand abandon himſelf to a fatal 
preſumption, in reckoning upon the 
mercy of God. —For if any man has hi- 
therto followed her in her fin, gere he 
muſt feel the indiſpenſable neceſſity of 
following her in her repentance.—To 


both ſorts of ſinners it muſt be laid. as 
You J.. -. II h ſoon. 
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ſoon as ſhe heard that Jeſus was there, ſhe 
went to him.—To day, / ye will hear hi; 


voce harden not your hearts. 


And therefore, if we have followed 


her ever ſo daringly in her wandering | 


from the way of righteouinels, let us re- 
member that Chriſt died to ſave us from 
our ſins, and that his grace vouchſafed 
in conſequence of that will always be 
imparted to us; and if we make our- 
telves proper objects of it, it will be lut- 
ficient for us, — But if we will not be at 
the pains even to do this, if after follow- 
ing this woman in her departure from 
God, we are determined not to follow 
her, in her return to him, then let us 
tremble, let us deſpair indeed. For how 
ought I'—How can I diſplay one ray 
of hope to that heart, that is impene- 

trable 
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trable to ſo moving, ſo comfortable an 


example as this? 


The Magdalene is the only perſon in 
the goſpel, that ſtands recorded tor hav- 
ing addreſſed our ſaviour upon the 
ſingle motives of remillion of ſins.— 
Multitudes flocked to him daily, to be 
led with his miracles, to be healed of 
their diſeaſes, to be delivered from the 
poſſeſſion of devils.— But the Magda- 
lene, already a Chriſtian, in heart and 
ſpirit, in ſeeking the Saviour of the 
world, deſires nothing but the healing of 
her foul ; and perſuaded that there was 
no evil in the world, but /n, that delerv- 
ed her care, the only miracle ihe ſoli- 
cits, is the miracle of her converſton., —I 
could fill a volume with remarks upon 
this very intereſting hiſtory. I hope 
enough has been ſaid ; beſides, to tay 
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much more will carry me too far from L 
what] principally aim at in this diſcourſe, Ml ; | 
But yet there is one circumſtance which | 
I don't know how to ont, which, I think | | 
adds great dignity to the narrative of 1 
| the inſpired hiſtorian, and ſhews the in- 
finite ſenſibility, and the protoundeſt hu- * 
miliation of the convert, — And that is 


the analogy and reſemblance of the e- 
preſſion of her contrition, to what had 


| 

| been the means and fomentors of her 1 
ſin. | 1 
3 

| 


mirers, now under the impreiſion of this 


She, that had been the 1dol of her ad- 
| 


divine love, —finds herſelf to be loath- 
ſome, deformed, and deteſtable; and 


| lower than the loweſt of mortality, ſhe 
| dares not venture to appear belore 
his face, but ſtands behind him, and, 
as if deſirous of extinguiſhing every 
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idea of beauty in her face, ſhe weeps 
bitterly; and pours floods of tears 
upon his feet; tears down her hair, 
and puts it to the baſeſt and meaneſt 
of offices. She wipes with it the feet 
of her beloved lord; and to compleat 
her renunciation of every female vanity, 
of every thing that had been the bane- 
{ul miniſter to her vices, ſhe pours upon 
his feet, the moſt coſtly, precious per- 
fume of ſpiknard. She had been a pub- 
lic, notorious offender, her ſins had been 
ſcandalous; in the modeſt and charita- 
ble expreſſion of the Evangeliſt, anner 
in the city, ſhe makes her penitence, and 
converſion as public, and as notorious, 
She appears before them all, and far 
from being aſhamed, ſhe rejoices in this 
good opportunity of ſhewing the omni- 
potence of divine grace, of making the 


moſt ample reparation of the ſcandal ſhe 
had 
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had given, and of doing all poſlible 
honour to him, who ſaid to her, thy 
hath ſaved thee, thy fins are forgiven, go 


an peace. 


What effect this moving tranſaction had 
upon the obdurate Phariſee, and in how 
inimitable a manner the bleſled Jeſus re. 
proved him for his profane thought upon 
this occaſion; for the ungenerous and 
blaſphemous principle that occaſioned 
the invitation, and the impolite and un- 
friendly reception he had given him :— 
is ſet forth to us in the parable that im- 
mediately follows, the moſt appoſite, and 
the molt delicately imagined of any one 
in the gofpel. — Simon I have ſome- 
„ thing io ſy unto thee :—Maſter, ſay 
* on. There was a certain creditor had 
«* two debtors, the one owed five hundred 


* pence ;—the other fifty :—and when 
© they 
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they had nothing to pay, he frankly 
« forgave them both.—Tell me there- 
„ fore, which of them will love him 
«© moft.—S1mon anſwered, and ſaid, I 
© ſuppoſe that he, to whom he forgave 
«© moſt. —And he ſaid unto him, thou 
* haſt rightly judged. And he turned 
to the woman, and ſaid unto Simon, 
© ſeeſt thou this woman ;—I entered 
into thine houſe, and thou gaveſt me 
* no water for my feet, but ſhe hath 
* waſhed my feet with tears, and wiped 
„them with the hair of her head.— 


Thou gaveſt me no kiſs but this wo- 


* man, ſince the time I came in, hath 
not ceaſed to kils my feet —My head 
„ with oil, thou didſt not anoint, but 
* this woman hath anointed my feet 


„with ointment. —Wherefore, I lay 


cc 


unto you, her lins, which are many 
* are lorgiven, for ſhe loved much.'— 


And 
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And indeed that love, though produced 
in her ſo inſtantaneouſly was laſting and 
permanent, its effetts were ſteady and 


durable, as the cauſe was great and 


powerful.—She was ever after his moſt 
zealous diſciple, cheared him with her 
friendſhip, and ſupported him with her 
fortune; and whilſt her ſiſter Martha, 
with an officiouſneſs, and hoſpnality, 
pardonable for the entertainment of ſuch 
a gueſt, was troubled about many things, 
ſhe, was at his feet, hearing and fixing 
in her heart, the gracious words, that 
proceeded out of his mouth. She at- 
tended him to the croſs, viſited his body 
in the tomb, with ſpices to embalm it, 
and was one of the firſt, that was ho- 
noured with an interview with him, after 
he roſe from the dead. 


I ſhall conclude with a ſhort applica- 
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tion of what has been ſaid, to ourſelves, 
We have been once more invited to a 
participation of the bleſſed ſacrament ; 
—in the expreſſion of the parable, we 
have heard that Jeſus 1s there :—let us 
even now open our hearts for the re- 
ception of that love, which one moment's 
reflection on what that ſolemn ordinance 
of our religion points to, will by the 
grace of God, kindle in our boſom ;—if 
you wiſh to know what will be the effects 
of this heavenly principle, I ſhall ſay to 
you, as our redeemer faid to Simon, 
* Sceſt thou this woman. —Or in other 
words, a total and abſolute converſion. 
If you have wandered ſo far, and ſo 
long from the ways of religion, that you 
dare not ſo much as hft up your eyes unto 
heaven Loot at this woman, her fins 
were many,—ſhe loved much, they were 


1 ſorgiven.—If you have been indifferent 
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about a matter of ſuch infinite concern, 


as the pleaſing God, and ſecuring the 
ſalvation of your ſouls, think how con- 
tradictory ſuch a conduct is, not to the 
whole tenor of the goſpel only, but to 
right reaſon likewiſe ;—look agam at 
{115 woman, and lee how very ditterent- 
ly this great circumſtance is eſtimated 
in the divine mind, ſince to teach us 
this, was one great realon of the holy 
ſpirit's recording this very memorable 
hiſtory before us; and to convince us 
of the indiſpenſable necellity of attend- 
ing, with the profoundeſt awe, to the 
firſt whiſpers of the grace of God.—4 
contempt of his motions may force him 
to deſert us.—Good God! we are re- 
probate, and undone for ever. 


Let all of us, under the full influence 
of theſe reflections, be perſuaded, even 
to 
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to day to hear his voice, and not to har- 
den our hearts, let us ſhew that we are 
ſo perſuaded, and let us come to this 
tree of liſe, let us repair to this fountain 
of living waters; and eat, and drink, and 


live {or cyer. 
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PSALM cxlvii. 1. 


PRAISEK VE THE LORD, FOR IT 18 
GOOD TO SING PRAISES UNTO OUR 
Gop, FOR IT 18 PLEASANT AND 
PRAISE IS COMELY. 

Or as it is in our old tranſlation, 

| O PRAISE THE . Lbao ; ; FOR IT IS A 

GOOD THING TO SING PRAISES un- 


TO OUR GOD; YEA, A PLEASANT 


AND JOYFUL THING IT IS TO BB 
THANKFUL, 


ND upon what better and more 
2 endearing motives would we 
viſh that any duty ſhould be recom- 


mended 
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mended to our moſt ſerious attention, 
and devouteſt practice? Motives flow. 
ing by a natural and neceſſary proceſ; 
from principles the moſt noble, and 
moſt religious; filling the foul with the 
moſt amiable ideas of God, and produc. 
ing in it, in every moment of the exer- 
ciſe of the duty, a pleaſure ſupertor to 
the higheſt gratification the world can 
beſtow.—If this does not bend the moſt 
ſtubborn ſoul to return thanks and 
praiſe to God for all the benefits he hath 


done unto us, . ſhall we ſearch for 
an argument more forcible ? 


Even the ſcanty exertions of human 
benelicence, from powers infinitely li- 
mited, from principles perhaps interel 
ed and defeftive, and to the wants and 
diſtreſſes of only our temporal condi- 
tion, how univerſally do all men agree 

that 
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that gratitude 1s due, and how equally 
acknowledged is the pleaſure and ſatis- 
fation of gratitude even from man to 
his fellow creature? How multiplied, 
and how accumulated is the force then 
of that obligation that binds the duty of 
gratitude upon man to his creator, pre- 
ſerver, and redeemer ?—to him who is 
in himſelf all powerful, to us benevo- 
lent beyond conception, good without 
bounds. 


From ſuch melting conſiderations as 
theſe, it is very eaſy to perceive how 
many thouſand of arguments might be 
framed, by which to folten the moſt ob- 
durate heart into the moſt paſſionate o- 


verllowings of praiſe and thankſgivings ; 
to God. — What the words of the text, 
offer to our conſiderations include them 


all; and moreover carry our reflections 
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much further: inciting us to the Prac- 
tice of the duty, and making us the ſame 
time in love with 1t.—Carrying it into 
the mind itſelf, giving us a lively ſenſe 
of its goodneſs, and noble tendencies , 
and ſlamping its pleaſurable image upon 
the heart and affections.—O prat/e the 
Lord, for it is a good thing to ſing praiſes 
unto our God, yca a joyful and pleaſant 
thing ts lo be thankful. 


For the fountain from whence this 
pure and hallowed ſtream muſt flow, is 
a fixed and rational belief, and depen- 
dance upon the providence of God, 
living in the ſoul and glowing in the 
heart with a perpetual influence and 
energy.—Praile and thankſgiving duly 
offered up, are a moſt inconteſtable 
argument that we are aſſured that 
from him all good things do come.— 
And a mind rooted and grounded in 

this 
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this aſſurance, has within itſelf the ſureſt 
and moſt unſhaken principle of the 
pureſt and moſt exalted piety, lt reſts 
not in this, or that particular inſtance of 
God's dealings with us in the diſtribu— 
on of his bounty to us, but with a moſt 
F enlarged and extenſive proſpect takes 
in (as far as that may be poſſible) as it 
were the whole divinity: and ſees, and 
conſiders him likewiſe as almighty, 
omniſcient, and infinitely pure, un- 
limitedly juſt.— Theſe impreſſions fo 
made are not tranſient and fleeting, they 
are by a neceſſity ariſing from their own 
nature, vivid, active and permanent, and 


by their united influence, form the 


character, give the colour to his whole 
lite and converſation; and lead him, by 
a natural, and almoſt neceſſary progrels, 
into every act of picty and religion. 


K k 2 IIe 


leading principle of the man's whole 
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He is upright and ſincere in all his 
dealings and intercourſe with the world, 
—exemplary in every charatter, and 
relation ; and his devotion in the church, 
and in the cloſet are unremitted, pure 
and from the heart. With what good 
reaſon then does the pious author of 
this plalm pronounce of praile and 
thankſgiving, that it is a good thing ?— 
How then are we to adore the wildom, 
not leſs than the goodneſs of God; 
who, whilſt he 1s opening his hand, and 
filling all things living with goodnels, 
and providing, with ſuch ample benevo- 
lence for our temporal welfare, has 
privileged every inſtance of his bounty 
with the honourable commiſſion of rail- 
ing the ſoul to heaven, and engaging it, 
by the moſt powerful argument to pro- 


vide for that which is eternal 


If you would know, nay feel into what 
tranſports 
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tranſports of heavenly warmth and de- 
votion due and adequate contemplations 
on the daily bounty of God's providence 
will naturally raiſe, a heart properly al- 
fected and warmed by them, look at the 
Pſalmiſt in thoſe lively and pathetic de- 
clarations he makes of 1t.—Prar/e the 
Lord, O my foul, and all that is in with- 
in me prarſe has holy name ;—prai/e the 
Lord, O my foul, and forget not all his be- 


nefits who forgrveth all thy fins, and heal- 


eth all thine inſirmities: —who ſaveth thy 
life from deſtruction, and crowneth thc- 
with mercy and loving kindneſs. 


Theſe were not the effuſions of a heart 
raiſed to heaven from the tranſports of 
any great and mighty deliverance, any 
lignal merciesnewly received; it were no 
wonder if theſe challenged the gratitude 


| Orang 


of the lowelt degrees of piety ! but they 
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ſprang from the contemplation of the 
general and ordinary effects of Gods 
providence, which the Plalmiſt experi- 
enced, and which every man receives 
every day of his life.— And could men 
be perſuaded ſeriouſly to think on them, 
and finiſh the laſt moments of every day, 
before they truſt themſelves to ſleep, 
with a recollection and ſerious medita- 
tion on the mercies they have that day 
received from him, who holdeth their ſoul 
in life, in whom they live and move, and 
have therr being, the effects would be the 
lame in them, the devotion that muſt be 
raiſed in the mind from ſuch a conduct, 
in thoſe awful moments, ſhewing forth 
itſelf firſt in acts of praiſe and thank 
giving, would not {top here, but pals on 
and circulate through the whole tenor of 
their lives. —He that receives the leaſt, 
has much to thank him for. —Nay afflic- 


tions 
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tions themſelves and the very correc- 
tions of his hand are ſtamped with ſuf- 
ficient characters of goodneſs, to chal- 
lenge our gratitude,—:t is good for us 
to be afflicted, and amongſt the many ar- 
guments that might be brought to con- 
| vince us that it is {o, none ſeems to me 
t to carry more weight with 1t than this : 
Lafflictions ſhew us that God has not 
forgotten us, that he has not given us 
over as incorrigible and reprobate, but 
] that our names are ſtill written inthebook 
p of life, and that is ſprrit is ſlill ſtriving 
| with ws, that ſo we may prevent their 
| being blotted out. 


So good in the moſt extenſive ſenſe of 


that word, is the duty ofpraiſe andthankſ- 


| giving, and how joyful and pleaſant a 
thing muſt it be to be thankful for how 
| ennobling is the thought of being conti- 
| nually 


—ͤ— — Go 
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nually, not only under the inipeGtion 
and direction of the beſt and greateſt of 
beings, but alſo of being the objects of 
his favour and continual bounty.— 
What can fill the mind with a more ra- 


tional and extatic pleaſure, than the con- 


ſidering the bleſſings and benefits we en- 
joy as coming from God? and what 
therefore can be ſo pleafing an exer- 
ciſe, as the ſending forth our acknow- 
tedgments in praiſes and thankſgivings to 
our almighty benefactor; the ſmalleſt 
inſtance of favour from an earthly prince 
is generally eſteemed an honour, and 
gives a very ſenſible pleaſure to him on 
whom it is beſtowed. How great then 
muſt be the ſatisfaction reſulting from 
the continual perſuaſion that every 
thing we enjoy or hope for proceeds 
from the King of Kings and Lord f 


Lords—ſrom him who inhabileth eternuy. 
From 
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rom him whom the heaven of heavens 
: cannot contain 2—And the mind never 
I feels ſo ſolid a pleaſure in any of its re- 
[ ligious exerciſes, as in the employment 
b of the beſt and nobleſt of its powers in 
ö praiſes and thankſgivings.— The ſcrip- 


| tures in many places are eloquent in 
N aſſuring us that what is thus delightful 
| to us here, is to be the employment, and 
: to conſtitute no ſmall part of our hap- 
pineſs hereafter. Such is the exerciſe, 
| and ſuch the enjoyment of the ſacred 
| hierarchies in heaven, who ge him as he 
ii, and who from an enlarged know- 
| ledge, and eternal contemplations of his 
| excellencies, falldown before the throne, 
| and ſay, thou art worthy O Lord, to re- 
| cetve power, and honour and glory and 


| praiſe and thankſgiumg. 


Conſider then thyſelf O vain and pre- 
Vol. I. 


LI - ſumptuous 
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ſumptuous man, as thou art, the creature, 


4 
4 
* 
4 
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and every moment of thy exiſtence de-. ; 
| . i : 12 

pendant upon his providence, ſay not in 
: ; 8 | 

the pride and inſolence of thine heart, MW 
Je 

i 


mine own hand and the firength of min: 
own arm hath gotten me this wealth, whey 
the Lord thy God, he it is that giveth the 
Hower to get wealth, — He it is that bleſſetk 
thy baſket and thy ſtore the fruit of thy 
body, and the fruit of thy ground. —Look 
upon thy weak and defenceleſs nature, 
who brought thee into being, and who 


2 * * Pp "Om - 
. 


ſupports that being? — Who gave, and 
who continues to nature thoſe power, 
by which the ſun that animates the 
world, the air thou breatheſt, the earth 
thou walkeſt upon are enabled to join 
their influence to invigorate and ſupport 
thee ?2—Even he, who but one moment 
ſuſpending that energy communicatel 
to nature, every thing in the univer{ 

mul 
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muſt fink into nothing. Or by a ſingle 
act of volition, he might cauſe the 


4 7 
7 op 1 
S. 

»pÞ 
4 
. 
Y 
n 
% 
"j 
# 
. 
H 


heaven over our head to be braſs, and the 


earth under our feet to be iron. 


1 


S 


ö 


On the other hand try the experi- 
ment, and enjoy the ſatis faction of feel- 
ing that all things come from God, — 
acknowledge that we are the people of 


his paſture and the ſheep of his hand, 


l 


| under a ſenſe of ſuch an honour, the be- 
ing enriched by God, and for pleaſure's 
uch, praiſe him continually, —the in- 
| fances ol his mercy and goodnels, that 
; we every day of our lives experience 
from God, are ſufficient to excite the 
| warmeſt gratitude from us; but if at 
J any time he is pleaſed more viſibly to 
interpoſe in defending us from any of 
| thoſe .calamities, to which mortals 1s 


daily | 
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daily ſubject, or in delivering us from 
the actual preſſure of them when they 
are fallen upon us, here let our grati- 
tude riſe in proportion to his mercy; let 
1 be ſincere and permanent, as the bleſ. 
ling that gave it birth was great and im. 
portant. Let us quit the graſp by 
which we attach ourſelves ſo ſtrongly to 
earthly conſiderations, and give the 
Lord the honour due unto his name.— 
Let us continually carry in our boſom, 
thoſe endearing words of our bleſſed 
Saviour, how much more ſhall he clothe 
you, O ye of lilile faith, and be moved 
by the genuine influence of ſuch an im- 
preſſion, let the eye of faith pierce 
the clouds, and whilſt it ſees the Father 
of Mercies, and God of all comforts, 
Inowering down upon us every thing we 
enjoy in this world, and preparing for 
us every thing we hope for in a better, 
let 
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let us ſay with the Pſalmiſt, O—that man 
would therefore praiſe the Lord for hir 
goodneſs, and declare the wonders that he 
doeth for the children of men, that they 


would offer to him the ſacrifice of thankſ> 
giving, and tell out his works with glad- 
neſs ! 
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